PO POC CHESTER W. NIMITZ: “KY SI TREN BIEN CA”
Lé Chanh Thiém

1. DAN NHAP:

Trong quan sur thé gidi xua nay, néu dugc goi la “thién-tai” vé quan su, con sd khong nhiéu. Ngoai Thanh-
Cat Tu-Han cua Mdng-Cd, Quang-Trung hoang-dé cla Viét-Nam, N&-Pha-Luan dai-dé cia Phap, quén si
can dai con ghi thém vai ngudi, trong dé cd D6-bBoc Chester William Nimitz, vi Tudng thudc Hai quan My
trong thé chién th( hai. Nhitng chién cong clia 6ng gdp phan khong nhé tao chién thang cho phe Bong
minh, giup nhan-loai s6m thoat canh binh dao tang téc sau su’ dau hang cla phe Truc, cham dit thé chién
th(r hai, da gay nén bao canh diéu-linh cho nhan loai.

Sau cudc dot kich Tran Chau Cang (Pearl Harbor Raid) vao ngay 7-12-1941 clda quan Nhat vao Hai quan
My, D6 Dbc Chester W. Nimitz dugc chi dinh lam Tu Lénh Ham DG6i Thai Binh Duong (TBD), mot ham doi
chu luc ctia Hai-Quan My, thay thé cuu Tu-Lénh, D6 Doc Husband E. Kimmel. Sau do, dudi su chi huy cla
ong, Hai Quan My da thdng quan Nhat nhiéu tran 16n, kiém-soét lai dugc viing dai duong bao la ma trudc
do ho da bi quan Nhéat chiém sau khi tn cdng gdy thiét hai néng cho quan My. Dang ké nhét 1a Nimitz d3
tao chién thang oanh-liét trong trén hai chién Midway véi quan Nhat dudi su' chi huy cia D6 D6c Nhat
Isoroku Yamamoto (Son Ban Ngii Thap Luc), mot nhan vat “diéu hau” trong gidi quan su’ Nhat dugc dan
Nhat ton sung (dudc ndéi dén trong mét bai viét khac dudi ti€u dé "Tran hai chién Midway"). Bay la mot
trong cac tac nhan dan dén thé& chién thr nhi sém két thic.

Chan dung D6 D6c Chester W. Nimitz, hinh chup nidm 1942

Trong bai ndy, ching ta hdy xem lai than thé, su’ nghiép cta Nimitz - mot tudng My chi huy tran hai chién
Midway va nhiéu tran khac trén chién truGng Thai Binh Dudng - xem lai mot s tai liéu thsi 6ng diéu binh
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khién tudng, véi nhitng ric r8i, bat binh gitta dng, trong cuong vi mét vi si quan Hai quén véi thubc cap,
thugng cap, véi chinh quyén, cac vi chi huy quan su Luc quan khac, cac nghi si trong chinh truéng My va
bo may chi-huy chién tranh cia My, dé la Ngii Giac bai.

2. THAN THE & BINH NGHIEP:

Phan md dau dé ndi vé cudc ddi binh nghiép cia Nimitz, ching ta khdng thé quén viéc tén dng dugc vinh
du dit cho mdt hang-khdng mau ham, mét su kién dugc can nhic ki khi d&t tén cho mot con tau theo
truyén thGng Hai quan My. Trong quan s can dai cua My cé dén 10 vi Tuédng mang 5 sao, riéng Hai-Quan
¢ dén 5 nhung chi riéng tén 6ng dugc chon dé d&t cho mot chiéc Hang Khong Mau Ham, vdi tén hiéu day
du 1a USS Nimitz CVN-68, nam trong nhdm Nimitz (Nimitz class), chiéc tau chi€én da tham du nhiéu chién
dich quan su quan trong. Ngoai ra, 16 cong trinh, thanh phd, trudng hoc, thu vién, xa 1§,... mang tén 6ng,
tUr trong dén ngoai nudc My (Nhat, Guam...).

TU kha nang xuét sac tao nén nhiing cong trang, 6ng da dudc 3 Ian thang cdp Dédc cach trong doi quan
ngli: khdng mang Trung-Uy, Phé Bé-Ddc, Phd Bo-Doc, mot vinh du hi€ém hoi trong quan sir My hay quan
st cac nudc cé luc lugng quan su hung manh, bai ban (trlr cdc nudc doc-tai hay cong san). Sau chién
tranh, vao ngay 5-10-1945, chinh phi My t& chiic mét & trang trong riéng cho 6ng goi 1a “Nimitz Day”, TT
My tang thudng cho ong huy chuong Gold Star, mét trong cac huy chuang cao quy nhat cua My, véi IGi
tuyén duong clia Tong Thdng My Harry S. Truman:

-...Cho nhifng phuc vu xudt sdc, x('ng dang trong cuong vi Tu Lénh, Ham d6i TBD va Ving TBD,
tU thang 6-1944 t3i thang 8-1945” (...for exceptionally meritorious services as Commander in Chief, U.S.
Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas, from June 1944 to August 1945).

Thiéu Uy Nimitz d('ng canh 6ng ndi, hinh chup nim 1907.
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Churing dé du thdy 6ng da dugc cac cap danh gia cao qua nhirng cong hién cho Hai quan ndi riéng, cho
quan dbéi va cho nudc My ndi chung. Chiéc USS Nimitz CVN-68 co trong tai 95 ngan tan vdi chiéu dai 1,092
ft., van hanh bdng 8 may phan (ng hat nhan cé cong-sudt 280.000 HP, van t6c 1a 30 hai-ly/ giG, thly thu
doan co6 6.300 ngudi, chd dugc 90 may bay cac loai, la loai HKMH t6i tdn nhat thdi dé. Ngoai ra, tén 6ng
con dugc dat tén cho mot so khac, sé dugc ndi dén & cudi bai.

La mot si-quan uu-td, nhiéu ndng-luc khac thudng, hét long phuc vu cho dat nudc; dugc mot s6 nha
quan-su, chinh quyén gdn cho biét-hiéu “ky-si trén bién ca” va hon nifa: “con kinh-ngu trong bién xanh”
khi dng cdm quan vung vay trén chién trudng vdi nhitng chién cdng hién-hach.

Ong Chester W. Nimitz sinh ngay 24-2-1885 tai Fredericksburg, Texas trong mét gia dinh cdng chirc trung-
binh, gbc di-cu tir Blc, con cla 6ng ba Chester Bernhard va Anna Nimitz. Cha Nimitz qua dgi khi 6ng chua
chao ddi. Nimitz mang trong ngudi dong mau “hai hd” khi 6ng nbi 6ng, sau khi dén My da lam nghé danh
ca, roi lam thuyén trudng mot thuyén budm. Dén ddi cha 6ng, tuy lam nghé kinh doanh bat dong san
nhung vi cd “mau” song bién nén 6ng xay nha minh theo hinh chiéc tau vdi y niém gdi gdm tam tu, ndi
niém cla 6ng vdi cudc sdng theo sdng nudc vao do.

Logo clia BO Hai Quan Hoa K3.

TU thud thiéu thdi, Nimitz d& cé mau “hudng vé bién khoi” clia 6ng cha nén rat mé, than phuc tdm guong
clia cac danh tudng Hai quan, xem do nhu mét “kim chi nam” cho minh. Udc ma cta Nimitz s& la mot
quan nhan hon la mot cong dan binh thudng nén khi I1&n Ién da quyét dinh xin vao cac hoc vién quan su.

Ban dau, Nimitz du’ dinh xin vao hoc vién Westpoint, mot Hoc vién Luc quan My vi trudng nay khong thu
hoc phi, diéu nay hgp véi hoan canh gia dinh khong giau-c6 gi ciia cha me. Khi biét hoc vién Westpoint da
dd chd ma Hoc vién Hai Quan Annapolis thi con chd trdng, qua I5i gidi thiéu cia Dan biéu James L.
Slayden - Khu vuc 12 cua tiéu bang Texas - dng bén chon trudng ndy. Ngay 9-7-1901, Nimitz tuyén thé
vao thu huan tai Hoc vién Hai Quan Annapolis. Nimitz tot nghiép (Passed Midshipman) hang th( 7 trong
114 khéa sinh vao thang 1 ndm 1905.
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Hoc Vién Hai Quan Annapolis

Trong nién giam cla trudng nay cé ghi nhan xét vé Nimitz nhu sau:
-“Nimitz 14 con ngudi cdm thay ngay hom qua thi that vui va ngay mai thi tran tré niém tin".
Con Téng Thng Truman, sau nay, danh gid nhu sau:

-“Ngay tU lic dau t6i da nhan thdy Tudng Nimitz 1a mot nha chién luge, mot nha lanh-dao khac
vGi mOt ngudi binh thudng. P6 14 mit ngudi phi-thuGng, mot nhan vat xudt-sdc. To6i ddt ong ta
ngang hang v8i Tudng Marshall. Ho 1a nhirng thién tai quan su’ va 1a nhifng nha chinh trj"”.

Con dudng binh nghiép vé@i cac cdp bac dugc quan dbi gan: Nimitz dugc gan Hai Quan Thi€u-uy
(Ensign) ngay 7-01-1907; khong mang cap Trung-Uy (Lieutenant Junior Grade), mang bDai-Uy
(Lieutenant) ngay 31-01-1910, dugdc gan Thi€u Ta (Lieutenant Commander) vao 29-8-1916, thdng cap
Trung Ta (Commander) ngay 01-02-1918, mang cap Pai-ta (Captain) ngay 2-6-1927, khong mang Phd
Dé boc {Rear Admiral (lower half), 1 sao)} do dudc dac cach I1én Dé Doc {Rear Admiral (upper half)}
ngay 23-6-1938, khéng mang Phé D06 Ddc (Vice Admiral, 3 sao) do dugc thang cap truc ti€p Ién D6 DAc
(Admiral, 4 sao) ngay 31-12-1941; mang Thuy su D6 D6c (Fleet Admiral, 5 sao) (1) vao ngay 19-12-
1944 sau khi dugc Quéc HOi My phé chuan theo Iuét dinh.

Sau khi ra trudng, 6ng dugc thuyén chuyén xudng chiéc USS Ohio (BB-12) thudc ham doi Pai Tay Ducong
clia Hoa Ky. Mt thdi gian sau, dudc chuyén xudng lam viéc duGi chiéc USS Baltimore C-3, mdt chiéc tau
ngam. Khi nhan thdy tdm nguy hiém khi tau ngdm dung x&ng dé chay may, Nimitz dé nghi vSi Bd Hai
quan nén dung may chay bang dau cdn (Diesel) thay cho may chay bang xang, mdt dé-nghi “tdo bao” cho
mot quan nhan mdi ra trudng vdi cap buc nhd va tham nién quan vu khong bao nhiéu.

Tuy nhién, dé nghi ndy dugc chap thuan ngay va roi Hai quan My cd chiéc tau ngam chay bang dau Diesel
ra ddi khong lau sau dé. Vao nam 1912, Nimitz dugc mdi dén thuyét trinh tai “Hoc vién Chién tranh Hai-
Quan” véi danh nghia “mot chuyén gia tau ngam”, mét vinh du to I6n cho mot si quan khong nhiéu tiéng
tam nhu 6ng, néu khong cé thuc tai va dugc thugng cap danh gid cao cung dugc su tin tudng.
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Photo # 19-N-1998  USS Ohio at anchor. circa 1918

USS Ohio BB-12.

Nam 1913, Nimitz dugc clr di hoc khéa dong ca Diesel tai Nuremberg, Burc va tai Ghent, Bi. Cling trong
nam nay, khi dugc 28 tudi, Nimitz 14p gia dinh véi Catherine Vance Freeman, th(r nif cta 6ng ba Freeman,
mot nha mdi giGi vé tau thuyén, khi cd Catherine méi dugc 21 tudi.

MGi tinh gilta hai ngugi ciling kha ly ky, nén tha. Khi con la thuyén trudng tau ngam, trong mét dip di giam
sat viéc dat may tau chay bang diesel tai mdt xudng dong tau & Massachusetts, Nimitz c6 dén nha 6ng
Freeman. Hai cO con gai cla 0ng ba Freeman, Elizabeth la chi, la mot ngugi con gai dep, cdi md, hudng
ngoai, nGi tiéng gan xa con cd em la Catherine thi it dugc biét tiéng méay, cd cudc sdng khép kin. Nimitz
dudgc chi nha mdi &n com t8i, sau dé 1a chai bai. Trong mén bai ma ho chon dé choi phai ¢ 4 ngudi chia
lam 2 cdp dau vdi nhau; dang I€ Elizabeth Ia mdt chan nhung c6 vdng mat nén cd em la Catherine dugc
vao thé chan. Nimitz va Catherine vo tinh dugc xép vao mot cap.

Dudng nhu c6 moét su' “giao cdm tam tinh” sao d6 ma hai ngudi chai rat hgp “ra” vdi nhau va thang ludn.
Trudc dé, cling gibng cac chang trai ddc than khac, ai ma chdng *mé” céc cd dep, trong ldng Nimitz “dé y”
c6 chi Elizabeth. Tuy nhién, sau khi chgi bai chung, Nimitz c6 dip quan sat ky va so sanh giita hai chi em,
Nimitz thdy minh hgp vdi cd em hon, mot ngudi con gai co tinh Iang 1€, kin ddo nhung tdm tinh sau sic.
Thé nhung trudc do, Catherine Vance Freeman lai khong c¢é cam tinh v&i cac chang si-quan Hai quan tré
thudng xuyén ra vao nha minh. C6 nghi ho dén dé tan tinh chi minh, ho khudy ddng cudc séng binh yén
cta cd. Nhung rdi vao thdi gian do, mot trudng hop bat ngd xay ra nhu mét “phép la”, da lam thay doi
suy-tu’ ciia Catherine: Mot hdm, mat linh thay rét xudng bién. Vi khdng biét bai nén sap chét dudi. Khi do
Nimitz hién dién, thdy vay, Nimitz voi nhay xuéng vét anh linh ndy 1én. Vao dao d6, mot si quan cap Dai
Uy ma quén minh nhay xudng nudc vét ngudi la mot chuyén hoa hodn nén su viéc dugc don ra rong réi.
Viéc 1am ndy da “thu hit” cd Catherine va lam cho ¢6 cé chit thién cam vdéi Nimitz. Catherine da thay ddi
thanh kién cili. Sau dip do, khi dugc hoi, Nimitz da khoi hai tra I5i vé hanh dong ctia minh:

-"Pd chdng qua la budc phai nhay xudng bién dé bai mdt vong ma théi”.

Nam 1917, Nimitz sang Pai Tay Dudng phuc vu trén mot doi tau ngam dudi quyén cua Robinson. Vi chi
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huy nay rat mén Nimitz nén Robinson khuyén 6ng néu mudn ti€én than trong hai nghiép phai la “'si quan
chi huy” trén chién ham ch(r & tau ngam thi “khéng kha” dugc vi trong Hai quan My luc dod, chi cd “si quan
chi huy” Ia “ngon lanh nhat” con cac nganh khac déu la “bang moén ta dao”. Sau dd, Nimitz dugc thuyén
chuyén dén chiéc USS South Carolina dé roi chién ham nay dugc phai dén Dai Tay Dudng khi thé chién
th( nhat bung nd, trong nhiém vu hd tdng tau thuyén. Dén ndm 1920, Nimitz dugc phai dén Pearl Harbor
(Trén Chau Cang - TCC) dé tan trang mot can ¢ tau ngdm. Tai day, ong da tan dung cac phé vat con sét
lai d& hoan thanh céng tac giao phé khi thdy ngén sach cua chinh phi eo hep nén quan dung khan hiém
nén thuGng gay trd ngai cho cong tac. Viéc lam nay da dugc thugng cap cili la Robinson khen thudng khi
ong dén thi sat TTC, trong chirc vi mdi la Trg ta B trudng Bo Hai Quan My. (B0 trudng BO Hai Quan My
thuGng la mot dan su).

Trong nam nay, Nimitz dugc cui di thu huan tai Hoc Vién Chién Tranh Hai Quan. Tai day, trong cudc tap
tran, 6ng da ap dung mot chién thuat méi ma 6ng nghi ra la chién thuat “doi hinh vong tron” (2) thay vi
dung doi hinh “hang ngang” hay “hang doc” truyén thong trudc nay cla Hai quan. Chién thuat nay da
dudc Vién trudng Hoc vién, mdt ngudi ndi tiéng bao tha va ddc doan chdp nhan mot cach vui vé. Day qua
la mot “sang kién thién tai” vi so vdi cap bac, tham nién cong vu cung thdi gian dam nhiém cac chiic vu
chi huy cta Nimitz khong bao nhiéu néu so vdi biét bao nhiéu “vi sao sang” trong Hai Quan My ma lai dam
dé nghi ap dung chién thuat “ngugc ddi” nhu vay. Sau khi t6t nghi€p, ong lai dugc vé lam phu ta (phd)
cho “ong thay” cli Robinson, kiém Phu-td Tham Muu Trudng va la Si quan Chién thuat. Trong chic vu
nay, Nimitz ap dung ngay chién thuat minh nghi ra, dua chiéc HKMH duy nhat lic d6 cta don vi vao doi
hinh chién thut. Chién thuit ndy da thanh cng va trd thanh ddi hinh “tiéu chuin” cho “ddi hinh HKMH”
cla Hai Quan My sau nay.

bugc thang cap Dé Dbc (2 sao) vao nam 1938, Nimitz dugc T.T. My
Roosevelt thuyén chuyén vé B6 Hai Quan rdi nhdm chirc “Cuc trudng
Cuc Hang hai Hai quan”. Nam 1940, T.T. Roosevelt goi 6ng dén Toa
Bach Oc du dinh chi dinh dng lam Téng Tu Lénh Ham doi My nhung dng
tur chdi vi cap bac clia 6ng “con qua nhd” so véi cac Tudng "tham nién"
khac (3) trong Hai Quan My duang thai.

La mot si-quan uu-td, nhiéu nang-luc khac thuGng cung vdi tinh tao bao,
Nimitz d& c6 nhitng thanh-tich dang k& trong sudt ddi quan-ngl. Nhitng
y niém vé chi-huy, chién thuat, chién-lugc trong tri 6ng sém manh-nha
liic chua c6 chién tranh cho dén khi cudc chién bat dau bung né. Ong d3
¢ nhitng du dinh vé& diéu-binh, khién tudng...trong udc ma, lic con
mang cap bac thap, néu dugc thugng cap tin tudng va giao cho 6ng
chirc vu quan-trong.

N&8m 1936, trong mét biic tho cho mét thugng cép tin can, dng viét:

~'T6i tin chdc rang nude My sé danh nhifng trdn kinh hon vdi Nhat va Plre. Cudc chién bat dau
v6i nhitng tran d6t kich tan bao va ching ta sé€ bi thiét hai lac dau. Khi d6, chinh quyén trung
uong sé ¢ ac cdm vdi cac Tudng chi huy trén bién tuy réng khong phai 16i cla ho va roi ho s& bi
cach chirc. Lic by gi$ t6i mong minh s& dudc coi trong va s& dugc phai ra bién”.
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Vao luc dé, Nimitz kéu goi chinh quyén My nén tan trang va banh truéng Hai Quan vi day la mét luc lugng
co ddng ma hiéu qua nhung khdng dudc ai “dé y” dén vi lic bay gid cac Tudng trong Luc quan My dang
“thang thé&” tai Ngi Giac Pai va Chinh phd My; chinh trudng My dang bi ho chi-phdi, cac dé-nghi cta Hai

D6-D0oc Alfred Thayer Mahan, cha dé
cla hoc thuyét “Quyén luc trén bién”

Quén dua ra bi ho bac-bod ngay lap tirc, khong can ciru xét. Tuy
vy, 0ng van viing tin vao diéu “Ai ndm dugc dai duong thi s&
“khé&ng ché&” dugc tat ca", theo chl thuyét “quyén luc trén bién”
do cuu Do-baoc Alfred Thayer Mahan cua Hai Quan My dua ra tir
cudi thé ky 19, da giip My kiém soat dugc hdu nhu vong quanh
trai d&t cho du cd nhiéu viing bién & rat xa luc dia Hoa-Ky.

Thé r6i bi€én cd trong dai véi thé gidi ndi chung va véi My noi
riéng da dén. Lac 3:00PM giG Dong bd Hoa Ky cla ngay 7-12-
1941, dai phat thanh New York khi dang phat ban nhac giao
hudng, bdng nhién nhac dudc ding lai dot ngdt, thay béng mot
ban thong bao dac biét. VGi giong trédm budn, xudng ngbn vién
doc ban thdng-béo clia Cuc Thdng Tin tda Bach-Oc, mdt tin 1am
chan déng moi ngudi:

-"Phi c¢d Nhat bat ngG tan cong vao Pearl Harbor va gay thiét hai v6 cuing to 16n cho Hai Quan My

d6n tra tai day”.

bang ng6i & ghé khi dang nghi cudi tuan cung gia dinh, nghe tin nay, Nimitz bat day. Vira mac d6, 6ng
vlra ra chi thi cho nguGi cong su’ qua dién thoai "dén gap B6 Hai Quan". Tai dd, ho da ban bac vé tinh
hinh va nhiém vu sdp dén phai lam. Cung Iic dé, tai Toa Bach-Oc va Ngii Giac Pai, cac nhan vat then chdt
cua hai ca-quan dau ndo clia nudc My cling da ban bac d€ cd nhiing quyét-dinh kip thdi. Dém do, sau khi
nhan dugc 1énh clia Téng Thdng My, B Trudng Bo Hai Quan My 1a Frank Knox cho phat di “Ménh lénh
tac-chién s0 I cla Hai Quan My”: “Tién hanh tac chién Khéng quan, Hai quan va tau ngam khong han
ché véi Nhat Ban”. Ban tin phat vao thinh khéng, nhdm vé hudng Thai Binh Duong. Day la mét ménh |énh
“Téc chién khong gidi han”, ménh Iénh cao nhat trong tac chién.
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D6 bGc Chester W. Nimitz (trai) trén chién ham MY.

Khuya ngay 13-12-1941, Nimitz dugc triéu khan cdp dén gép vi Bd trudng BO Hai quan My, éng William
Franklin Frank Knox. Cau héi dau tién cla Frank Knox v&i Nimitz la:

~Ong c6 thé ra di s6m nhat vao Iic ndo?”.
Nimitz dap:
-"Con phai xem di dau va & lai dé bao lau?”.

Frank Knox I&p lai 1énh ctia T6ng-Thdng Franklin Roosevelt rdi dua ra ban ménh 1&nh c6 chif ky cia Tong
Thong My:

-"Ra Iénh cho Nimitz dén Tran Chau Cang va & d6 cho dén khi chién thdng” (Tell Nimitz to get the hell
to Pearl Harbor and stay there until the war is won).

Nimitz giat minh truSc ménh Iénh dot ngdt ndy. Ong da “nghi” dén viéc ndy nhung khong ngd qué sém.
Va sau khi dugc dién kién vSi Tong Théng trd vé nha, dng ngdi trdm ngam, suy nghi, rdi cho vg - khi d6
con dang bi bénh - hay tin:

-“*Anh sdp trd thanh Tu Lénh Ham D3i Thai Binh Ducng”.

Ba vd ngac nhién:

~*Anh van ludn mudn di Thai Binh Dudng, gi§ anh da toai nguyén roi ma!”.
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-'Plng thé. Nhung anh khdng thé khéng cho em hay rdng Ham ddi Thai Binh Duang bay gi& dd nam sau
trong ldng bién xanh”.

RGi canh tugng Tran Chau Cang cang lam Nimitz dau long khi 6ng ngdi trén mady bay nhin thdy hém 6ng
dén dao nham nhiém vu. Nhin day do, xac cta cac chiéc chién ham My bi chim, nhap-nhd trén séng bién:
tUr chi€c USS Oklahoma, USS Utah, USS Nevada, USS California, USS Virginia, USS Arizona cung vd&i dau
nhét loang day khu vuc. Canh tugng that hoang tan.

Ong lam |& nham chirc trén mot chidn ham con lai vao ngay 31-12-1941. Khi dugc mot phong vién hoi:
“Bay gi¢ 6ng nghi gi?”, Nimitz nhin Ién 1a qudc-ky My trén ky-dai cua chién ham, giong dau buén nhung
cugng quyét, ong dap:

-“Chting ta da chiu mot don coéng kich 16n nhung két cuc cudi ciing, khéng con nghi ngd gi nira:
Chting ta da san-sang chién-d4u d€ gianh 18y thang 10i sau ciing”.

Day la giong diéu quyét thdng day tin tudng, lac quan va tu tin cia mot con ngudi cuang nghi.

Biét bao khd khan dén vai 6ng khi phai tap hgp lai mot luc lugng von da bi mat tinh than, tan tac vé moi
méat. V&i mot s6 it chién ham khéng bi ton that va mot s6 khac dugc bd sung tir cac don vi khac, 6ng
hoan-thién-hda luc-lugng cla minh. Nimitz chia luc Iugng lam 3 bién doi HKMH theo chién thuat ma 6ng
nghi ra. Ong biét r&ng nhiém vu cta 6ng rat trong dai: Ngoai viéc vuc ddy tinh than clia quan doi My bi
lung lay, 6ng phai hoach dinh cac k& hoach, tir t8-chirc dén tac chién dé trong tucng lai danh bai dbi
phuong. D4 la mét trong trdch ma 6ng khdng khdng thé IG-1a dé cd thé “danh mét niém tin” clia thugng
cap khi ho da tin tudng va giao-pho cho 6ng.

[

| E“_.}
-
—-_ -

-
i

-~
- -

-
Ll

Phi ¢cd MY Ian dau tién oanh tac trén dat Nhat trudc trén hai chién Midway.
Thé r6i 6ng da dua ra nhitng quyét dinh tdo bao trong cuang vi méi. Sau khi chan chinh dan vi, 6ng da
cho thi hanh nhiing quyét dinh ding dén vdi nhitng trén thang da ghi ddm nét trong quan s’ My ndi

chung va quan st Hai Quan My ndi riéng.
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Trudc tién la cudc tan cong quan Nhat tai quan dao Marshall (khoang cach tir quan dao Marshall dén Nhat
xa hon dén Hawaii mot chat). Ngay 01-2-1942, chi vén-ven hai thang sau ngay nham chirc, ong da ra lénh
cho céc chién ddu cd xuét phat tir cac chién ham My tdn cong vao 3 c(r diém cla Nhét trén quan dao
Marshall va Gilbert do quan Nhat chiém dong trudc dé va tiéu diét hoan toan cac cr diém ndy ma phia
Nhat hoan toan khdng ngd dé chuén bj d6i phd hay chéng d&. DAy la cudc chién xem nhu’ cd mét bén: chi
¢ quan My tan cong, quan Nhat chi d& don do hoan-toan khéng dé phong vi tudng rang Hai quan My da
“hoan toan kiét qué sau tran Tran Chau Cang” va nhat la quan quan Nhat chd quan khinh dich. Khi két
qua dudc bao cao vé Hoa Thinh Bbn, hé thdng phat thanh trén toan nudc My lién tuc phat di ban tin
“chién thang”. Diéu nay khdng nhiing lam nirc long quan dan My quéc ma con lam tinh than quan doi
Pong-minh Ién cao.

Vao cudi thang Hai ndm 1942, thém mot hanh-dong tdo bao khac: Nimitz lai cho Khong quan cla Hai
quan My tap-kich cac can-cr Nhat trén dao Oake va Manlan. Quan Nhat don tru tai d6 dang ngu say vi
khéng ngd rdng quan My dam danh vao cac dao gan dat Nhat nhu vay nén da Io-la viéc phong-thl. Cac
cdn-clr trén ddo nay trd thanh bién Ilra, quan trd phong lam mdi cho bom dan M§. Phi-c My ving-vay
trén bau trdi, hoan thanh nhiém-vu ma khdng gap strc khang-cu, khdng bi thiét hai nao dang ké.

Khong diing lai 6 do, Nimitz lai cd hanh-dong tao-bao khac khi “dam” cho phi-cd oanh kich Tokyo, trung-
tdm dau ndo Nhat, ndi chi-huy moi chién trudng cta quan Nhat. S& di Nimitz dam lam nhu vay khong phai
la 6ng liéu-linh ma 6ng danh don bat ngdG vi 6ng biét phia Nhat chd quan, khinh dich nén khong dé phong.
P&y la lan dau tién phi-cd My tan-cong vao lanh-thG Nhat. Sdng ngay 18-4-1942, Trung-T& James H.
Doolittle d3n d&u phi-ddi North-American B-25B Mitchells gdm 16 chiéc phéng-phdo-cd B-25, mét loai
phdéng-phao-cd hang trung, cat canh tir HKMH USS Hornet (cung véi USS Entreprise CVN-65) (4) dang &
cach Tokyo dén 668 hai-ly, trén dudng hudng vé dat Nhat, bay dén muc-tiéu. HKMH USS Hornet cung vdi
HKMH USS Entreprise CVN 65 khi dé dang cung hoat dong chung mét khu vuc.

DE danh Ilra, 1am phan-tan sy chi-y ctia Nhat, D6 DSc Nimitz ra I1énh 3 chiéc trong s6 phi-ca dé bay dén 3
thanh-pho khac trén dat Nhat la Osaka, Yokohama va Kyoto. 13 chiéc con lai do Trung-Ta James Doolittle
chi-huy tryc chi thu dé Tokyo. Trong sy bat ngd, cac phi-cg My da trat hang tram tan bom dan xudng “trai
tim” ctia Nhat roi ung-dung bau di ma luc lugng phong vé Tokyo khéng kip cd phan rng. Cudc tan cong
nay tao nén cu sc I6n cho quéan, dan Nhat va 13 mét ngac-nhién I8n cho ca thé-gidi, gieo ndi kinh hoang
dau tién cho dan chdng Nhat. bay la “don bat ngd” chua tirng cé cho Nhat, cling la niém kiéu-hanh cho
quan-ddi My, la tdm guong can-dam, tao-bao cho quan-lyc cac nudc, du ban hay thu. Bay khdng la hanh
ddng “phiéu luu, mao hiém” ma la mét quyét dinh ding dan, dua trén tinh bat ngd, kha thi, cé chi muu,
la tién dé cho chién thuat “tién ha thu vi cuGng” sau nay..

Thém mét don khac nita dugc Nimitz dung dé danh vao quén ddi Nhat. Vao ngay 2-5-1942, Thay-quan
Luc-chién Nhat d6 bd 1én dao Turachi ma khdéng gdp khang cu ndo. Hai hdm sau, trong khi quan Nhat
dang &n mirng thang Igi thi phi-co My xudt phat tir HKMH Yorktown bay dén oanh-kich dit di. Quan Nhét
bi thiét-hai nang-né: ngoai s6 dong quan trd phong thuong vong con c¢é 2 tau van tai, 2 tuan-dugng-ham,
1 khu-truc-ham chay bao vé dao bi danh chim va mot s6 khac bi hu hai nang.

Sau cac cudc tan-cong bat ngd chdp nhoang ndi trén vao quan Nhat cia Hai-quan My, cac tudng lanh va
cac chién-lugc-gia hai bén da déc tam nghién-ctu chién-thuat, chién-lugc méi cho phu-hgp vdi tinh thé.
D6 Dbc Nimitz cho rdng Nhat chua bi thiét hai chi€éc HKMH nao, phai tim cach diét bét tau chién Nhat, cac
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moi nguy cho ham d6i My. Nimitz chi thi 2 HKMH Yorktown va Lexington lang |é theo-dGi ham-doi Nhat.
Vao luc nay, Hai quan Nhat cé 6 chiéc HKMH loai I8n, 6 chiéc loai nhd va 7 chiéc dang dugdc déng tai cac
Xudng dong tau trén dat Nhat.

Sau khi rdi quin ngii

Trong khi HKMH Tudng-Phong, mdt trong cac HKMH chu-luc ctia Nhat dang tuan-tiéu trén bién thi bat
ngd bi phi-cd My tan-cong dir-doi, ham trudng ra Iénh cho phi-ca Ién nghénh chién vi ho khong phat giac
trudc dugc tau My. Khi do, 2 HKMH cua My la USS Yorktown va USS Lexington lai xuat hién va cac phi-cd
trén do bay Ién “lam thit” chiéc Tudng-Phong. Sau 20 phut chién-dau trong tuyét vong, HKMH Tudng-
Phong da di vao long dai-dudng, mang theo tat ca cac thay-thd Nhat con dang say men chién-thang trudc
dé. bay la lan dau, quan My danh chim HKMH d6i phuong.

Dén dém do, khi bi€t Hai quan Nhat rat lui, D6-B6c Nimitz ra 1énh truy-kich. Hai hom sau, ham-doi My va
Nhat gap nhau trén quan-dao san-ho. Hai ham do0i cach xa nhau may tram hai-ly, cung biét vi-tri doi
phugng, cac vi chi huy tung toan-bd Iuc lugng khong quén trén dé choi nhau trén bau trgi. Day la trén
khdng chién &c liét nhat clia hai bén ké tir khi My tham chién vi hai bén cliing thy nhau. Phia Nhat, chién
dau vdi tinh than liéu linh, cam tdr; phia My, vdi vii khi t6i tan va ap dung ding chién thuat, kha nang tac
chién ctia phi cong cao. Tan cudc chién, thiét hai dudc ghi nhan kha I6n cho ca hai bén ngang nhau.

Tran danh trén dao San-ho lam cho quan Nhat nan chi, tir bd cac y dinh dién cudng da cé trudc dd, ngudi
Nhat cho rang Hai quan My khdng phai la d6i thu cla ho. Day ciling la thang Igi cd tinh chién-lugc cho My
va déng-minh, lam cac qudc gia thudc phe Pong-minh tin-tudng hon vao chién thang chdng khdi Truc,
nhat 1a dap tan huyén thoai ciia dan Phu-tang cho rang quan Nhat la doi quan “bat kha chién bai”.

Tuy thanh cdng trong cac cudc tan-cong ndi trén nhung DO-Ddc Nimitz van biét réng dé chi 1a nhitng
thang Igi nhd mang tinh khich-I1& Iong quan-si han 1a 1am nghiéng can can hai bén. That vay, luc-lugng
Nhat chua bj thiét-hai bao nhiéu. Viing Béng A, Nam A, viing T&y A (An Do) d3 lot vao tay quan Nhat, ho
van lién tuc mé céc tran danh & cac ndi khac va cac tudng Ianh Nhat van con say men chién thdng, cam
thay “chua vira long”. D6-B6c Nimitz con biét tham-vong cla Nhat la dinh chi€ém nhiéu ngi khac: quan-dao
Salomon, New Ghiné, uy-hiép Australia, cat ddt hai trinh d&€ quan My tri dong & cac ndi nhan tiép liéu tir
chinh quéc hay quan My tiép t&€ cho quan ddng minh v.v... rdi chd dgi cac bién-chuyén méi dé c6 cac ké-
hoach thdn-tinh khéc cling nhu' chd xem cac chién trudng ma quan Buc, Y trong khéi Truc t6 chirc két
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qua thé& ndo. Ong van ludn nhd canh-canh bén 16ng ménh Iénh ndng né tir B trudng BO Hai-quan Frank
Knox trudc khi 1én dudng ddo nham dan vi méi, do la:

-"Bao-vé an-toan cho nudc My, bao-vé hai trinh tir My di Hawaii, dn Midway, dé€n Australia,
ngian chan quan Nhat md réng hoat ddng & toan viung Thai Binh Dudng va khéi phuc y-chi da bi
lung lay clla Ham d6i Théi Binh Dugng”.

Tran hai chién ma Nimitz hoach dinh va chi huy mang lai thang Igi vé vang nhét, cé thé néi cho quan sur
Hoa Ky, la trén chién thdng mang tinh “lich si”, tran ban € “hoach dinh chién trudng” cho thé chién thir
hai, d6 1a “tran hai chién Midway”, la chién céng “dé d&i” ciia Nimitz. Trong trén ndy, Hai quan Nhéat da bi
Hai quan My chdn vui vao 10ng bién khai vira danh tiéng vira thuc luc, da lam tiéu tan y dinh ngéng cudng
“lam ba chd Thai Binh Dudgng” cia Nhat, la mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan chinh budc Nhat phai dau hang
vO diéu kién, lam cho thé chién th(r hai sém cham dut.

Thiy su D6 DAc (5 sao) Chester W. Nimitz

Tran hai chién Midway cd y-nghia lich-stf nhat déi v8i quan déi My ndi riéng, cling dugc xem la trén chién
quan trong nhat trong Thé Chién th( hai néi chung da két-thldc vao ngay 7-6-1942. Phia My thiét hai 150
may bay, 307 quan-nhan thiét mang. V& phia Nhat, su thiét hai to I6n hon nhiéu: Ngoai viéc 4 HKMH hang
dau cua Nhat la Akagi, Kaga, Soryu, Hiryu, 12 tuan-dugng ham, 353 may bay cung 3.500 si-quan va binh-
si trén dé da tan thay, tran Midway con xda bo huyén thoai ciia quan-doi Nhat la “doan quan bach chién”,
da giong Ién “tiéng chubng bao ti” trén chién-trudng vung TBD cla quan-doi Nhat. Riéng chi€éc HKMH
Yorktown ctia My bi tdu ngam Nhat danh chim khdng 1au sau cudc hon chién Midway vi bi thay 16i cla tau
ngam Nhét ch( khéng phai bi ton that trong trén nay.

Ta hdy nghe céc I6i binh-ludn vé trdn Midway cta cac nhan vat ndi danh thdi d6, sau khi hai chién Midway
két thuc.
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Tha-Tudng Anh Churchill phat biéu:

-“Trén hai chién Midway da lam xoay chuyén uu-th€ quan Nhét & TBD, la budc ngoéc khién cho thdi oanh-
liét xua cta dich quan khong bao giG trd lai dugc nita”.

Tu-lénh chién-trudng phia My, D6 B6c Nimitz, khiém nhudng hon:

~Tran chién dao Midway, nhitng ton-that ma quan Nhat phai ganh chiu con ndng né gap 10 [an ndi nhuc
ma quan My phai chiu dung & Tran Chau Cang”.

Con DBo6-bac Isoroku Yamamoto (Son Ban Ngli Thap Luc), ngudi chi huy tran chién & phia quan Nhat, sau
khi két-thdc tran chién cling phai m& miéng:

-“Toi phai ta t6i v&i Thién-Hoang!”.
Mot si-quan thudc cap cta Nimitz tham du tran chién noi:

-Thdng Igi ndy la c6ng lao cla Tu-Lénh Nimitz nhd su’ manh-dan, quyét-doan, théng-minh va thién-tai
chi-huy ctia 6ng”.

Photo # 80-G-701293 FAdm. Nimitz signs Japanese surrender instrument

D6 Dbc Nimitz dai dién cho Hoa Ky ky vin kién Nhat dau hang vo diéu kién
trén chi€c USS Missouri dau trong hai cang Tokyo ngay 2-9-1945

Sau tran Midway, uu thé& chién tranh da chuyén qua phia My. Nimitz khéng & ludn trén tdu ma dng con
dich than dén cdc tran dia, thi sat mat tran sau cac tran danh, tham cac ngi cac binh si My don trd vi 6ng
la tu' [énh mat tran ma Thuy-quan Luc-chién la don vi truc-thudc clia Hai-Quan, cling la dan vi chu luc cla
chién truGng vung TBD. Sau tham bai tai Midway, quan Nhat lai bi Nimtz gidang mét don chi tir khac, da
lam tiéu tan niém hy vong khi dng t6-chlic bdn ha Db DSc Yamamoto, Tu-Lénh Lién-Hgp Ham-Ddi Nhét,
khong nhiing vi chi huy chu chét cia Hai Quan Nhat ma con la mot trong cac nhan vat dau ndo cla bo
may chién tranh ctia Nhat, la “linh hon” ctia quan doi Thién Hoang. Yamamoto chét, coi nhu guéng may
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nay bi gdy d& mot phan. Chi tiét vé tran hai chién Midway, k& hoach cling chi tiét cudc badn ha Yamamoto
(5) da dudc trinh bay trong bai "Tran hai chién Midway", cho thay ké hoach clia Nimitz that hoan hao, da
lam cho tinh than binh linh Nhat sa sut tham hai sau cai chét cua vi Tudng “than tugng” cla ho.

3. CA TINH CUA NIMITZ:

Nhin chung, Nimitz dugc danh gia la mot “thién tai quan su”, cé nhiéu sang kién, cuong nghi, dut khoat...
ma khoi hai, khong “khum num” trudc thugng cdp, khong quan liéu hach dich véi thudc cap, di nhién
dudc thugng c8p trong, thudc cdp mén thucng. Su mén md 6ng tir thudc cip da thé hién trong viéc sau
nay ho tu nguyén lam cho 6ng bd quan ham 5 sao khi nghe tin 6ng dudc Qudc Hoi My phé chuén phong
Thay su D06 Dbc, cap bac cao nhat cia Hai quan trong khi chd quan ham mdi cla quan déi mang dén. Ho
da I8y 5 ngdi sao trong cac quan ham cli ghép lai thanh mot vong tron d€ Iam quan ham Thay su D6 Déc,
va 6ng d3 deo chinh bd quan ham nay trong budi Ié tuyén-thé nhdm chirc, xem 1& mdt vinh hanh tr cac
thudc cap mang lai cho minh.

Khi da la Tudng 4 sao, trong mét dip vé My bao cao cung chinh phu, cac phéng vién bao chi - trong dé co
ky-gia chién trudng ndi tiéng la Hater - mén md goi 6ng va cac chién si Hai quan trong doan la “Nhiing
chién si Hai quan anh hung clia chdng ta, “nhitng chl nhoc” dang yéu da trd vé”. Tai don vi, cac thudc
cap cua ong ciling goi 6ng nhu vay, 6ng vui-vé chap nhan cach goi ay.

Ong con c6 sd thich di bach bd, di dé co thé van dong, di dé bdt cang thang khi ngdi tai ban gidy suy
nghi. Co lic 6ng vira di vira hoach dinh k€ hoach. C6 khi 6ng va cac Tudng khac vira di vira ban cong vu,
xa dén hang nam, mugi dam.

Hang Khong Mau ham USS Nimitz CVN-68

Ong réat thich chay bd. Hang ngay, 6ng chay rat Iau trén cc bai bién, noi 6ng nghi qua dém du & Tong
hanh dinh hay ngi 6ng di thanh sat, cong can. MGt chuyén vui vé s@ thich ndy cua 6ng. Khi Ham D0i Thai
Binh duong chuyén dén déng & dao Guam, thudng bi bon tan binh Nhat trén trong cac hang nii ra quéy
nhidu, 4m sat, ban sé. Mot hom, vira sdng tinh suong, binh linh dugc tin mdt nhén tan quan Nhat xuét
hién nén bua vay tim bt bon chuyén ban tia ndy. Binh si thdy tir xa mot ngudi médc quan short (quan
Nhét cling thudng mdc quan kiéu ndy) dang chay trén dudng vang, bén dudi theo. Khi gan kip, ho thdy
ngudi nay chui vao chiéc xe Jeep c6 gén ¢S 4 sao, chimg dé ho mdi “ngan to-te”. Ho dén xin 15i. Ong
cudi, ndi vui véi ho:
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-*Néu khdng co céi xe nay, chac la cac anh bat t6i giam lai, thi mdi hay chd”.

Ong rat yéu mén thudc cap va thudng thda man nhu cau clia ho néu 6ng thdy khdng cd gi nguy hai. M6t
chuyén vui khac khi quan My da chiém dugc dao Guadalcanal tur tay quan Nhat. Cac dan vi sd cap gai
cdng-dién dén Téng hanh dinh xin condom (bao cao-su tranh thai) véi s6 lugng téng cong Ién dén hon
14.000 cai. Cac Tudng Ianh thdy khé hiéu. Ho ban véi dng la kho quan nhu khdng cd th{ ndy, lai nita, ky
ludt quan doi khdng cho phép ma dao ndy khéng cé thudng dan hay phu ni, khéng hi€u ho xin dé lam gi?
Riéng Nimitz, 6ng dong y ngay va ndi véi cac Tudng thudc cap:

-“Tdi nghi ddy nhat dinh & nhu cu cac don vi dung nd dé trum 1én nong sting chéng mua, tranh ri sét.
That la mot yéu cau cuc ky hdom hinh!”,

Va da ddng nhu vay. Cac si quan thudc cap cta 6ng phuc 6ng doan didng nhu cau cla binh si.

Nimitz con rat thich b&n bia. Ong cho Iap mdt trudng ban gan ban doanh dé 6ng bin. Trudc khi tran
Midway khai dién, c6 ngay, 6ng & ly ngoai san ban sudt ngay dé tinh than 6ng sang sudt hon dé nghi ra
cac k& sach thich hgp.

MOt d3c tinh khéc cla Nimitz |a viéc tin cdn vao thudc cap. Khi da giao cho ai viéc gi thi 6ng hoan toan tin
tudng va dé ho tu 1dm viéc ma 6ng khdng dé mat vao, ngay ca céc tran quan trong. Ong 1am viéc theo
phuang cham 6ng dat ra: “Hay tha day cuong, ngua cang cd stic kéo!”. Sau khi sap x€p k& hoach, bd tri
nhan su chi huy, dng ndm tai Téng hanh dinh d& nghe bao cdo két qua. Khi cac Tudng thudc cap lam sai,
thudng thi dng chiu trach nhiém, khéng dé tén hai danh du cta ho. Chinh diéu ndy lam dng dugc ho kinh
né, trong vong.

Hang Khong Mau ham USS Nimitz CVN-68 di chuyén trong d6i hinh.

Sau nay, trong cugng vi B Trudng BO Tac chién Hai quan, ong viét rat nhiéu bdo cdo. Tuyét nhién 6ng
khong khen hay ché ca nhan nao trong cac bao cdo, cac tai liéu dé. Theo 6ng, khen va ché déu co tac
dung, déu cé phan (rng chinh va phan Uing phu (side-effect), ma du cd co tac dung tich cuc (dugc khen)
di nifa nd cling s& tao nén cai “xau” tir nhitng 16i khen d6 ma ra. V& diém nay, khi da vé huuy, Iic sinh
tién, 6ng khong viét hoi ky, khong cho ai viét chuyén vé 6ng, khac véi cac vi Tudng khac. Ve viéc viét hoi
ky, khi dugc hoi, 6ng cho biét:
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-"Ngudi ta hdi toi sao khdng viét hdi ky, toi tra 16i thé ndy: “Lich s, t6t nh&t hdy d€ cho céc nha st hoc
lo. M6t si quan thdi chién, rat c6 thé dung tinh cdm dé danh gid cd nhan minh va déng su’ ma khéng dudc
khach quan. Nhitng thién kién cé thé 1am hai ngudi khac”.

4. NHUNG BAT HOA.

Theo nguyén-tdc clia quan déi la “Thi hanh trudc, khi€u nai sau”, mot thanh t6 cua “sic manh quan su”
nhung khong tranh khoi bat hoa. Trong quan doi My lic do cling khong tranh khdi, nhat la gilra cac vi chi
huy thudc cac quan ching khac nhau. Khi d@m nhiém mét chiic vu, ¢6 thé vi chi huy khdng am-tudng moi
su’ ngoai chuyén-mon cua minh, thanh ra tao bat hoa, doéi lic bat phuc véi ngudi khac hay bat dong quan
diém. D6 DSc Nimitz cling ¢d nhiéu bat hda, bat dong vai cac vi chi huy trong HOi dong Lién Quan My.
Theo chi thi cia H8i ddng Tham Muu Lién Quan, Nimitz cé nhiém vu phai chuyén chién trudng sang viing
Trung Thai Binh Duong vao cudi ndm 1943. Ong d3 hoan thanh Iénh ndy vao trung tuan thang 11-1943
khi toan viing thudc quan dao Gilbert thudc vé phia My kiém soat.

Dau ndm 1944, Khdng quén thudc Hai quan My oanh tac tiéu diét cac c diém con lai cia Nhat trén dao
Truk. Khi cac tudng 1anh cao cdp clia My hop nhau d€ ban vé chién thuét, chién lugc sdp t&i, Tudng
Douglas MacArthur, mét vi Tudng Luc Quan cé tham nién cong vu cao han Nimitz, phan déi chu trucng
clia Nimitz 1a “tdn cdng dé tiéu diét quan Nhat toan vung Trung Thai Binh Duong”. MacArthur cho rang
“moi hoat dong &y Philippines lam trong diém” vi “kiém soat dugc Phi Lut Tan sé cit dugc dudng giao
thong gitra Nhat véi viing Pong Nam A”. Trudc cudc hop, Nimitz van cudng quyét gitr v ki€n cta minh
nhung khéng phan bac y kién cta MacArthur nhung mot s6 Tudng khac thi thang thimg chdng y kién cua
MacArthur, dong tinh v&i Nimitz. Ngoai ra, quan niém cua Tudng MacArthur la “phai khdng-ché vung New
Guinea” ma Nimitz thi chu-truong “lam chd Guadalcanal va quan-dao Salomon” dé cé thé kiém soét toan
vling, nhat Ia bao vé& dugc chau Uc, bao-vé 1 trinh chuyén van tir chinh qudc (MY) dén Viing Trung Can
Pong, Chau A Thai Binh Duong. R3 rang chién thut hanh quan cua hai Tudng ddi choi nhau, ngay tir khi
chua t8 chdic hanh quén.

Thang 3-1944, HGi dong Tham Muu ra lénh cho Tudng Douglas MacArthur tir New Ghinea tién quan lén
Hollandia vé huéng Bac con quan cla Nimitz ti€n chi€m quan dao Marina va vao trung tuan thang 11, hai
toan quan sé héi nhau tai dao Mindanao cua Philippines. Nhu vay, ménh Iénh ndy da thién vé y kién cua
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Tudng Arthur, Nimitz van thi hanh nhung 6ng thay bat binh va nghi réng s& cé nhiéu bién chuyén bat Igi
s3p xay ra. Tudng Nimitz da sdp dat k& hoach tan cong dao Guam va Saiban (thudc quéan dao Marina) dé
lam ban dap dé oanh-kich vao dat Nhat.

Trong lan trd vé My bdo cdo vdi Hoi dong Lién quén, dng dugc Tdng Thdng Roosevelt mdi &n com trua.
Trong bita 8n ndy, Tng thdng hoi Nimitz:

-"Nay 6ng Tudng! Tai sao sau khi 6ng chiém dugc dao Truk, 6ng con mudn tan cong quan dao Marina
nira vay?”.

Nimitz k& v8i Téng th6hg mot cdu chuyén vui thay cho cau tra 15i:

-"Cé mdt bénh nhan bi viém rudt thira. Sau khi mé rudt thira lai thdy dau & cd hong. B&nh nhan hoi vi
bac-si chl tri ca mé ly do. Vi bac si tra I6i rang: “Trong Idc tién hanh ca mé cd nhiéu vi bac si khac du kién
va khen nggi ky thudt cta toi cao siéu. P& biéu-dién cho ho xem [an nifa, tdi d& md va cat cuc thit duw

nn

trong ¢6 hong clia éng ludn™”.
CAu tra 18i 1am cho vi Téng Thdng My bat cudi thodi mai.

Ngay 15-5, Thiy quan Luc chién My bat dau cudc d6 bd Ién dao Saiban, can c( dia chinh clia quan Nhét.
Tai day, cubc chién vo cung khoc-liét vi quan Nhat dién cudng c6 thu, dén do cudi cung rat chot luu dan
tu’ sat chir khong chiu dau hang, lam cho quan My cling khé khan mdi lam chu tran chién. Tran nay quan
My tr thugng 3.400 ngudi, gan 1.000 ngudi bi thuang. Phia Nhat, s6 xac chét dém dugc la 23.000 ngudi.

Sau that bai ndy, Trung Tudng Tiéu Trach cia Hai Quan Nhét dién cubng dua ham ddi Nhat dén nham
tiéu diét quan My dé€ bao thu. Tuy vay, moi hoat dong ctia Nhat bi thudc cap cua Nimitz biét trudc nén khi
ham doi Nhat dén, da dugc quan My “ddn chao” mdt cach “trong thé” véi hang may trém phi cd. Tran
nay, vi Tudng chi huy ciia My dd “hém hinh” dung loa phdng thanh véi c6ng suét I6n dé€ chi huy cac don
vi, diéu déng cac tau chién bang “khau Iénh” cdng khai, 1a mét “man kich” ma ngudi My xi&r dung trong khi
Iam tran, hanh dong "diéu cgt" nay to thai do "khinh thudng" quan Nhat. Tan cudc chién, My ton that
chua dén 40 phi co trong khi Nhat mat hon 1.000 chiéc cling véi hai chiéc Hang Khong Mau ham mdi
ddng xong la chiéc bai Phong va Tudng Hac di vao long bién khdi cung quan quan Nhat trén d6. Nhu thé,
tUr that bai nay, quan Nhat lai bi Hai quan My cho ném mui that bai khac to lon han.

Dén ndm 1944, bat hda nd ra cdng khai gilra D6 Bdc Nimitz va Tudng Douglas MacArthur. Theo Iénh clia
H6i Pong Tham Muu, Nimitz phai dén gdp MacArthur tai Bisbane, Australia d& ban k& hoach. Tai cudc hop
nay, MacArthur cho rang “6ng ta da dai dién cho My tuyén bd sé thu-hoi toan cbi Phi-Luat-Tan"” nén cd gitr
y ki€n muén dung bd binh cta éng d6 bd 1én dado Mindanao (Nam Philippines) dé rdi chiém toan cdi Phi
Luat Tan. Phe B0 Binh theo chu trugng clia MacArthur. Phe Hai quan cla Nimitz thi chd truong chiém Dai
Loan dé l1am ban dap tan cdng vao dat Nhat va vao quén Nhat tri déng tai Hoa Luc. McArthur chd y mudn
nam quyén chi huy toan cudc, budc moi ngudi phai phuc ting 6ng. Va rdi cudc hdi kién tan v3, mdi bat
hoa tdng cao khi hai bén khong chiu nhudng nhau.
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B4t hoa ndy da lam cho Téng théng Roosevelt vao cudc dé giai hoa, véi cudc hen gdp ca hai tai Tran Chau
Cang. Tudng MacArthur lic dau khdng mudn dén TCC dé hdi kién Roosevelt va Nimitz nhung Tudng Tham
Muu Trudng Luc Quan George C. Marshall thang thirng “ra 1énh” McArthur phai thi hanh. Ngay 26-7, trén
chiéc USS Baltimore, TT Roosevelt dén Pearl Harbor. Tudng MacArthur nghi rdng Roosevelt von la dan Hai
Quén chdc sé thién vi Nimitz, nghi rang Nimitz sé thuyét phuc Roosevelt cho I1ap ludn ctia minh nhung
MacArthur d3 sai. Nimitz nghi rdng vi quéc gia, vi dai su la trén hét nén 6ng dd nhugng bd, va TT.
Roosevelt da thuén theo quan diém cla MacArthur. Diéu nay la thuc tdm cta Nimitz vi sau d6, Nimitz da
giao toan bd luc lugng TQLC cd hitu clia 6ng cho MacArthur xir dung, da 1am cho ca Roosevelt 1an
MacArthur cam kich ma theo nguyén-tac, 6ng cé quyén khuGc-tir, néu mudn.

Tir d6, m&i b4t hoa tan dan. Piéu ndy cho thdy su nhudng nhin cla Nimitz 1a mot diém son va quan diém
dung quan My dd bd d& danh Nhat 1a quan niém sai [Am cla phe B6 Binh, ngay ca trong cudc hop quan
trong trudc khi di dén quyét dinh ding bom nguyén tir d€ tha trén hai thanh phd clia Nhat sau nay (sé
dugc dé cap dén trong doan sau).

Pau nam 1945, uu thé quan su vung Thai Binh Duang thudc vé phia M. Véi cha truong danh vao dat
Nhat, Nimitz chuyén Téng hanh dinh dén dao Guam va phét dong chién thuat danh vao dao Kyushu (Clru
Chau), dao I6n th(r 4 vé phia Nam dao quoc Nhat. Pay la tran cudi cung trong vung Thai Binh Duadng, tran
danh thé hién “nghé-thuét chi huy” dén muc cao siéu, mét chuong tuyét vai trong binh nghiép cia Nimitz.
Ngay 1-4-1945, trdn danh dao Kyushu cé biét danh la “Hanh dong nui bdng” nd ra. D& vd hiéu hda luc
lugng Nhat, ong da cho phi cd My trén cac HKMH oanh-kich cac can cir, phi trudng, trai quan trén dao.
Sau do, quan My dé bd 1én dao tir phia Tay Nam.

Ngay 7-4-1945, quan Nhat phan céng. Bang HKMH Yamato (Dai Hoa) (3), Nhat du trii s& d6 bd 1én dao roi
danh dat quan My. Tuy nhién, khi chiéc bai Hoa va doan tau ho tong chua dén ndi, da bi cac phi c My
danh chim, 2.488 quan quan Nhat bi tiéu diét hoan toan. Cung lic d6, mot toan 700 phi cd Nhat khac dot
kich vao quan My dang dd bd 1én dao Kyushu, trong d6 c6 han 400 chiéc Than phong cam tir “mdt di
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khdng trd lai”. Tran chién gay tén that dang ké cho quan My, ngay ca cac chién ham néi ti€ng nhu' chiéc
HKMH York, Franklin cia Ham D06i 3 ciing bi trdng dan. Trudc tinh canh dd, Nimitz quyét dinh tam hoan
dd bd dé dén thang 6 ndm dé 6ng mdi cho tai tdn cdng. Lan ndy, 6ng cho dung dén suing phun Ifa nhung
gap su khang cu’ ngoan cudng cua quan Nhat. Ho chién dau dén cung va tu sat néu khong con cg hdi chur
khdng chiu dau hang, gdy cho My nhiéu trd ngai. Thdy vay, Nimitz dich than dén d6 dé trg chién va chi
huy. Va dén ngay 22-6, vién Trung Tudng Nhat chi huy trén dao Kyushu cung tat ca quan linh Nhat tu sat
tap thé sau khi thay tinh thé v phuong clru van, chic chdn ho s& bi bat lam tu binh ma diéu nay sé nhuc
nha han so Vi cai chét vdi tinh than v si dao san co cua ho.

Lan lugt vao ngay 6-8-1945 roi 9-8-1945, My ném 2 bom nguyén tir xudng Hiroshima va Nagasaki. Vao Itc
7 gi@ sang ngay 15-8-1945, Nimitz nhan dugc dién van dau hang cia Nhat. Khong nhu nhitng ngugi khac
vui mirng nhay nhét, 6ng chi cuGi mot cach tram tinh, dudng nhu 6ng biét viéc nay tUr lau roi. Ngay 2-9-
1945, 6ng dai dién nudc My, trén chi€c Thi€t gidp ham USS Missouri ky tén vao van kién Nhat nhan dau
hang. Trua hém dd, 6ng diing mot t& bao cdo viét vé I1& dau hang dé viét thu' cho vg vao mat sau cla td
gidy, vGi cau két:

-*Khdng khi ac liét da qua. Ching ta mong c6 moét ngay nang dep c6 nhiéu may”.

Hang Khong Mau ham USS Nimitz CVN-68

5. TUOI VE CHIEU:

Chién tranh két thiic, 6ng tré vé qué trong niém vui cla chién thang. Tuy nhién, khi thoi chién da qua di,
nhitng thé& luc chinh tri lai 1dm tr@ ngai con dudng hoan 16 con lai ctia Nimitz. Ong chan ngén cac quan
truGng, cac nghi vién, cac chinh tri gia noi ban gidy. Chdc vu ma 6ng ta thich la B6 Trudng Tac chién Hai
Quan, mdt chirc vu diing sau BY trudng Hai Quan nhung gap rat nhiéu trd ngai vi phe phia trong moi to
chirc. Vi B6 trudng Hai Quan chi mudn 6ng dam nhiém chdc vu Chu tich Hoi dong Quan Phap Hai Quan
nhung 0ng tur chdi.

Sy viéc can phai dén 6ng Chu tich Uy ban Su' Vu Hai quan clia Qudc Hi My nhay vao can thiép bat hoa va

cho Nimitz hay “néu mudn gilr chirc B0 Trudng Tac chién Hai quan phai tuan tha vai diéu kién”. Nimitz

ddng y. Tuy nhién, mdt tudn sau, 6ng Bd Trudng Bd Hai Quan déi y, dudc t& New York Times dang tai tin

nay. Biét vay, Nimitz to rd ban 13nh “mudn 13 phai dugc” clia minh qua viéc nhd mot thanh vién trong “Uy

Ban bdi thudng sau chién tranh”, trudc 1a thudc cap cta 6ng, nay ngudi nay 1a chd thdm giao véi nhan vat
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chu chét da gidp cho Truman thang cir chiic vu Téng théng My. Cudi cling sau nhiéu dan x&p, Ngay 15-
12-1945, sau khi dugc Thugng vién My phé chudn, TT Truman ciing phai chdp nhan cho 6ng gilt chlc vu
nay. Sau ndy, Nimitz cho hay viéc 6ng “ngodi vao ghé nay con gay go hon ca lic 6ng chi huy Ham D6i Thai
Binh Dugng trong chién tranh”.

Khi chua dugc chiic vu BO Trudng Tac chién Hai Quan thi 6ng déc kha néng cho bang dudc, khi dudc roi,
6ng cam thdy vo vi, chan ngan. Ong ban giao chiic vu ndy cho ngudi khac vao 15-12-1947, sau tron mot
nhiém ky 2 nam cho chdc vu nay.

D3 mang cap 5 sao la cap bac subt dai (lifetime appointment), khéng bi budc giai ngii. Vi thé, khi Nimitz
thdi chirc BO Trudng Tac chién Hai Quan, TT Truman bd nhiém dng lam C6 Van déc biét cho B Trudng
Hai Quan nhung 6ng d3 tir chéi. Ong khéng mudn theo vét xe d6 clia ngudi tién nhiém 1a Thly su D6 DSc
Ernest J. King (1878-1956, dugc phong 5 sao ngay 17-12-1944). Sau khi thoi chi huy tai chién tran, D6
D6c King cling lam B trudng Tac chién Hai Quan. Sau khi man nhiém chdc vu nay (nhiém ky cho 2 nam),
D6 DAc King & lai lam C6 van Pac biét cho BO trudng Tac chién Hai quan. BS van gilf lai vén phong cho
ong, nhung ngoai cdi van phong do, cong viéc cia 6ng khoéng cé gi lién quan dén Hai quan ca.

Khi biét dugc tudc vi hitu danh vo thuc ndy, Nimitz I&y 1dm budn chan, c6 don dén ndi than kinh bi phan
liét, gia truGc tudi. Trudc tinh canh dd, khdng khéi Iam 6ng budn 1dng. Ong chéi tir I5i d& nghi lam C6 Van
dac biét cho B& Trudng BO Hai Quan, V& trd vui séng cudc ddi dan su. Ong chon viing vinh San Francisco
dé€ an hudng tudi gia, s6ng ndt cudc ddi con lai véi vd con va ban bé. Bat ddu tir d, vg chdng 6ng thay
nhau viét vao cudn nhét ky c6 tén “Cudc s6ng 117 tudi bét dau” (6ng 62 tudi, vg 55 tudi, cong lai la 117).
Cubi nam 1947, gia dinh 6ng dén sOng tai Berkeley, California. Nam 1964, sau mot lan bi nga, 6ng ddi vé
song trong Can c(r Hai Quan tai Yerba Buena Island, trong vinh San Francisco.

Tai San Francisco, 6ng gitp dd cho cac don vi Hai quan My & mién nay. Ngoai ra, 6ng gilp trong viéc gay
quy dé tring tu chién ham Mikasa, chién ham Heihachiro Togo clia Hai Quan Hoang Gia Nhat. Ong con
tham gia cac cdng-tac x& hdi, gilp d& Vién DPai Hoc California, dugc trudng ndy vinh danh trong mdt budi
Ié vao ngay 17-10-1964 goi 1a Nimitz Day. Ong ¢ 4 con: Catherine Vance (sinh 1914), Chester Jr., (1915-
2002), Anna (1919-2003) Mary (1931-2006). Con trai 6ng, Chester W. Nimitz Jr. cling n6i nghi€p cha, tot
nghiép Hoc vién Hai Quan Annapolis nam 1936, vé huu nam 1957 véi cap Dé Doc. Cac con gai clia ong
déu thanh danh.
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MOt con ngudi quen véi quan ngil, 1dy chién tran lam niém vui sé khong thich hgp vdi thai binh véi quan
liéu, ban gidy, véi nhitng ton xung. NguGi ta bi€t dén Tudng Douglas McArthur han la Nimitz bdi nhiéu
nguyén nhan. Th nhat, trong & ky két hiép udc dau hang vo diéu kién gitra dng Mamoru Shigemitsu
(Trong Quang Quy) la BO Trudng Ngoai Giao véi chirc vu Pai Dién Toan Quyén Nhat trén phao ham USS
Missouri trong tai 45.000 tan dau & cang Yokohama thudc vinh Bong Kinh, theo nghi thic, Douglas
McArthur dai dién cho Pdng Minh con Nimitz dai dién cho Hoa Ky tiép nhan I& dau hang. Nhu vay, dng bi
xem la vai v&€ nho han MacArthur. Th( hai, sau chi€n tranh, McArthur lam Tu Lénh quéan chiém déng tai
Nhé&t con Nimitz thi vé lai Hoa Ky. Ly do cudi cling, do tinh 6ng khdng ua lam ndi, khéng ua tang bdc,
khong mudn gay thanh thé hay khoa trugng nhu Tudng Douglas McArthur.

Moi nguGi dau biét, néu khdng nhG Hai Quan My danh tan Hai quan Nhat, thr héi B6 binh do McArthur cd
lam cho Nhét thua trn chéng nhu vy hay con gy thém ton that cho My hodc la cudc chién cd s6m chdm
ddt nhu vay chdng? Sau khi Nhat ddu hang, rat nhigu bai tuyén truyén cho McArthur phd bién day day,
xem nhu chién thang clia Hai Quan My & TBD la do McArthur chi huy, la c6ng lao cla vi Tudng nay.Tat ca
cac bai bdo nay, mot la cia phe than can Tudng MacArthur lam ra, mét la do dam bao chi x6i thit bi mua
chuco65 viét nén. Hai quan My khong phuc vi thuc t€ khong phai nhu vay. Phong Thong tin Hai Quan dua
ra k& hoach phan phéo dé gilr uy tin cho Nimitz, cho Hai quan nhung 6ng ta phan d6i. Nimitz cling phan
d6i k& hoach clia Hai quan dinh tuyén truyén vé 6ng. Ong cho réng hai ngudi tirng sat canh nhau trong
chién tran, tai sao chién thang roi lai kinh ch6ng nhau? Va 6ng da nhin. T hanh déng nay, ngudi ta cho la
ong anh hung ma thugng han. Cudc ddi binh nghiép ciia 6ng cé nhiéu viéc ma ngudi ducng thdi trong
gidi quan su 13n chinh tri, trong va ngoai Hai Quan My déu coi 13 “diéu bi-mat khdng thé hiéu ndi”.

Ngudi ta nhd lai, mét ndm trudc ngay Nhat tép Kich vao Tran Chau Cang, TT Roosevelt tirng dé nghi
Nimitz lam “Tdng Tu Lénh Ham D&i My” kiém “Tu L&nh Ham Déi Thai Binh Duong” nhung 6ng ta da tur
chdi. DBoi v&i moi ngudi, dé la diéu vinh hanh nhung 6ng ti€én doan “cai sé dén” trong chi€c ghé nay. Moi
ngudi khé hi€u nhung chinh con trai ctia dng da vén blrc man bi-mét ndy. Khi bi con trai “truy” hoi “tai
sao?” riét qua, 6ng danh thu that:

-“Tinh hinh chién sy nhu vay, trudc sau gi Hai quan My va Nhat cling s€ dung do nhau mot mat mot con.
Riéng Hai Quan My chua chuén bi, lai mat canh gidc, thé nao cling bi danh véi thiét hai khdng it. Thé roi
cac vi chi huy sé bi cach chirc. Khi do, ba sé ding ra nhan lanh trach nhiém, cling khong mudn gi”.

Trong nam 1936, trong mét blc tha gdi cho mot thugng cap than tin cia minh (dugc dé cap trén doan
trén), 6ng da ndi dén nhan xét cia minh vé cap chi huy tai mat trdn néu chién tran méi bat dau. Va 6ng
da tién doan dung. Vi Tu Lénh tién nhiém cta Ham Doi TBD cua My la D6 Boc Husband E. Kimmel, sau
khi Nimitz thay th€ d& phai chiu than bai danh liét, bi ha bé mdt cach xdu hé. Nimitz thi khéng. Tén 6ng
mai mai & trong l1ong moi ngudi dan My, trong quan sir My va nhat la cac quan nhan Hai-Quan My da mot
thai phuc-vu du@i trudng cla 6ng.
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6. QUYET PINH THA BOM XUONG DAT NHAT:

NGi dén cudc ddi cua D6-BAc Chester W. Nimitz phai n6i dén Thé chién thdr 2. N6i dén Thé Chién 2 phai
ndi dén quyét dinh danh bom nguyén tir clia chinh phi Hoa Ky. Nhiéu ngudi van cho réng quyét dinh
dung bom nguyén t&r Ia mét hanh ddng vd nhan dao, mdt cach giét ngudi tap thé qua da-man. Trai lai,
cling c6 nhiéu ngudi - nhat la cac nha quan su - cho la lam nhu vay la dang. Dén nay, diéu nay chua nga
ngl. Nhu vay, cau hdi dat ra la “viéc dung bom nguyén tir tha xuéng Nhat vao nam 1945 cd can thiét hay
khdng?”. DAy la dé tai ban cai bat tan, ngay sau lic bom nd véi su sét thuong ghé ton ma ca dén ngay
nay va cé Ié con lau nita.

Nguyén-ly cla bom nguyén-tlr (con goi la bom A): “Nhitng phan-irng day chuyén cta su phan déi hat
nhan s& gdy nén mot su’ bung nG khdng-16”. Cac chuyén gia dua vao hién-tugng phan-hach hat-nhan dé
ché ra bom nguyén-tlr. Nhan nguyén-tir clia chat phdong-xa (Uranium hay Plutonium) sé bi phan doi khi bi
mot Neutron ban pha, sau dd tao ra nang-lugng va sinh ra nhiéu Neutron nita. M6t phan-(ing day chuyén
Xay ra va nang-lugng sinh ra dat dén mic khéng-I6. Chi can 2 pounds Uranium lam thodt ra néng-lugng
tugng-duagng 10,000,000 pounds than da. Si'c manh clia bom nguyén-t(r dua vao phan-Uing nhiét hach.
N&ng-lugng ban ddu dugc kich-phat s& Iam ndng va nén mot hdn-hgp gom Lithium (loai kim-loai nhe) va
Deuterium (mdt thé ndng clia Hydro) rdi bao boc mét miéng Uranium. Cac Neutron tir Uranium lic nay
ban pha va tach Lithium thanh Helium va Tritium (mdt thé néng hon nita cta Hydro). Tritium va Deutrium
b&t dau chdy ra, sinh ra Helium va moét Neutron. Neutron tiép tuc bén pha trong mét chudi day chuyén
dong loat nhu thé. Cac phan (rng nay xay ra tuc thi lién tuc. Do vay, si’c manh ciia bom nguyén-tlr that la
khung-khiép.

Qua bom nguyén-tlr thir-nghiém dau tién dugc dit tén la Mike, siic né manh tucng-duong 10 triéu tan
thudc nd TNT (tri-nitrotoluene, CgH2(NO2)3CHs). Ngay cd nhitng nha khoa-hoc tiing thdy hién-tugng
phan-iing hat nhan cling phai bang-hoang khi chimg-kién cudc thi-nghiém. Ong Mike, mot nha khoa hoc
vé bom nguyén tr ctia My da cho hay:

-"Canh tugng that khing-khi€p va tan bao, dudng nhu moi vat bién mat. N6 lam ching t6i I6a mat khong
chi mét hai gidy ma hang phut lién”.
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T6ng théng My Harry Truman ciing da thira nhan vé sic manh khang khiép ciia bom nguyén tir, 6ng da
viét trong nhat ky:

-"Chiing ta da ché& tao ra mét qua bom kinh hoang nhét trong lich s thé giGi. N6 nhu bién Ira tan pha &
thai ky Ludng Ha, sau thdi ctia con thuyén than ky cia Noah".

CHj
O,N NO,
NO,
Céng thifc cia TNT

Tha tudng Anh Winston Churchill ldc dé da vi hai vu ném bom xudng dat Nhat giong nhu "Can thinh nd
th(r hai cia Chua".

Phia My thi cho dd la quyét dinh can thiét, gilp gidi quyét chién tranh chéng hon, nhan loai d& chiu
thuong dau thém. Ngudi ra 1énh 1a T6ng Thdng Harry Truman, mai cho dén khi qua ddi, 6ng van cho la
quyét dinh ding dan. Phia Nhat thi cho la khéng can vi trudc sau gi phe Truc cling sé dau hang, trong do,
Nhat cling chiu chung s6 phan.

Hang Khong Mau ham USS Nimitz CVN-68

Su that nhu thé nao? Chiing ta thir xét qua vai khia canh, ching ta sé thdy dugc it nhiéu nhan xét.

* Phia Pong minh, quan ddi My 1a “nd-luc chinh”. Do vdy, moi tinh todn, quyét dinh déu do cic nha Ianh
dao My nghién cltu va quyét dinh, lam thé nao cé Igi cho My nhiéu han, quan My it bi thiét hai.

* Phe Bd Binh clia My thi cho 1a nén dung bién phap d6 quan. Phe Hai quan thi cho la ding may bay tir

cac HKMH tha bom danh pha va phong téa Nhat cho dén khi dau hang. B6 Ddc Nimitz da trinh bay vdi

Thuay Su D6 Bdc King, Tu' 1énh Hai Quan My khéng ung hd giai phap d6 bd. Qua kinh nghiém trong hai
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thang danh chiém Okinawa, da ton that 21,000 ngudi, mdt con s rat 16n. Ngoai ra, con nhiéu trén khac,
con s8 thuang vong clia My cdng lai cling kha cao. Do vay, ding bom danh Nhat dé tranh thucng vong
cho quan My néu dé quan 1én dat Nhat.

* Theo k& hoach ma MacArthur dé ra, néu dd bd, My s& md hai cudc hanh quan chinh. Cudc hanh quan
dau mang tén |a “Chién dich Olympic” sé& d6 bd vao dao Kyushu, mdt trong 4 dao chinh cia Nhat. Khi da
chiém dugc Kyushu, s& 18p cac dau cdu dé md “Chién dich Coronet”, mang quan trd tai Kyushu tdn cong
vao thu do Nhat va cac dao khac.

* Chlng ta biét chién truding A Chau, vé phe Truc, do Nhat dam trach. Lic d6 Nhat con gan 3 triéu quan
ddng trong nudc, con 10,000 may bay, mot nlra trong s6 do la cac phi doi cam tir “Than Phong” (5), dang
chG dugc “vinh du lao vao quan doi My”. Han nifa, lich sir nudc Nhat chua bao gid bi quan ngoai bang tan
cong. Nhat tin 13 dan chdng san sang chién d&u bén canh quan ddi. Ho cho réng du Nhat ¢ bi chét 5 triéu
ngudi thi cling chua dén ndi phai dau hang. Ngoai ra, tinh than tudn hanh thugng 1&nh cla ho rét cao. Do
vay, néu dung bd binh tan cong, My phai chap nhan con s6 thugng vong rat cao. Diéu nay, phe ung ho ké
hoach dung bom chdng ddi kich liét.

* Tin tinh bao IUc dau cho biét: Nhat ¢ gan 400,000 quan bao vé Kyushu. Dén ngay 24/6, con sb la
500.000 va roi ngay 6/8 la 560.000. Nhirng con s6 nay dua trén cac dir liéu thu dugc tir do tham, tinh
bao, tin tir hé thong tham khong cla Nhat (con goi la Ultra) danh di. Nhung vé sau, tin tinh bao cai chinh
¢ gan 700,000 quan Nhat & trén dao, véi 6,000 may bay. Vi vay, My du tru dung 680,000 quan va 10,000
may bay. Tuy phia Hai quan ctia Nimitz chdng lai gidi phap dd bd nhung MacArthur té ra khdng tin dén
nhitng con s6 tinh bao nay, 6ng cho la c tién hanh chién dich Olympic. Nhung con s6 thuc cda binh si
Nhat tai Kyushu tinh dén ngay 6/8 la 900.000 quan. Cudc tan cong Kyushu dugc du tinh vao ngay 1/11.
Dén thdi diém do, quan Nhat s& tdng Ién trén 1 triéu quan, mdt con s kinh khiép.

* C8n cr vao sb thiét hai do cac cudc tdn cdng vao Ianh thd Nhat, dién hinh 13 vu tan cdng Iwo Jima va
Okinawa vao ndm 1945 rat cao. Vu tan cdng Iwo Jima d& tén that 6.200 Thay Quan Luc Chién M§. Vu tan
cdng dao Okinawa My tdn that dén 13.000 ngudi, 1/3 s& nay bd mang trén tau do cac Phi d6i Than phong
(6) Nhat. T y tudng tu sat va do nhitng mdy bay I6i thsi nay thudng khong di x3ng quay trg lai can i,
cac phi-cong Nhat bién may bay cia ho thanh bom. Chi riéng chiéc USS Franklin, My da mat 1.000 binh si
va chiéc chién ham bién thanh mét déng Itra khdng 6 do cac phi cdng cam tr ndy gy ra.

Hang Khong Mau ham USS Nimitz CVN-68
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* Theo tdng két, trong céc cudc dung trén, chua bao gid cé mét don vi quan Nhét nao chiu dau hang, vi
vay con s thuong vong rat cao. Cac cudc dé bd & Thai Binh Duong ty s6 tdn cao gap 5 Ian cac tran & Au,
Phi Chau. Vi vay, chuyén gia My du tinh la néu tan cong Kyushu, s6 ti vong cua quan Nhat |én tdi vai
trdm ngan. D6 la chua ké s8 thudng dan tham gia viéc phong thl, ¢ thé vai tr8m ngan ngudi chét nita.
VE phia My, mudn chiém dugc Kyushu, s6 thiét hai du tinh sé tir 150,000 dén 350,000 ngudi, trong dd, s6
tlr thuong co thé tir 35,000 dén 150,000.

* Nhu vy, chi tinh riéng viéc d6 bd 18n dao Kyushu, cé thé 500 ngan ngudi Nhat va vai trdm ngan quan
My, con s6 cao han dan s6 & hai thanh phG Hiroshima va Nagasaki. Kha nang khang cu cua quan dan
Nhét & Kyushu chua ai biét bao gi& chdm ddt va con s8 thuong vong cd thé cao hon. Ngoai ra, kha néng
chong cu dén cung hay tu sat cia quan Nhat cling dugc phia My xét dén. Trong trén tan cong dao Kiuriu,
sau khi thdy khdng thé chdng cu, ngay 22-6, vién Trung Tudng Nhat chi huy trén dao cling tat ca quén
linh Nhat tu st tap thé. Ngay 15-5-1944, Thly quan Luc chién My d6 bd 1én dao Saiban, c&n ¢ dia cla
guan Nhat. Cudc chién vo cung khoc-liét vi quan Nhat dién cubng co thu, dén do cudi cung rat chot luu
dan tu sat ch khéng chiu dau hang. Tran nay quan My tir thugng 3.400 ngudi, gan 1.000 ngudi bi
thuong. Phia Nhat, s6 xac chét dém dugc la 23.000 ngudi. Ngoai ra, My con nhé dén ton that trong cudc
tan cong hon dao Luzon, Philippines trong dé 31.000 ngudi thuong vong cho ca hai phia va dan chidng.

* Piéu khi€én TT Truman quan tam nhat Iic do la s6 thuong vong clia quan doi My. Trong mot doan hoi
ky, Truman da viét:

-"T6i da hoi tudng George C. Marshall néu phai dua linh téi Tokyo va cac khu vuc khac thi ton that sé [a
thé ndo. Ong &y tra I8i rdng néu d6 quan Nhat sé thiét hai it nhat khoang 350.000 linh My".

* Cling theo du tinh clia My, gidi quan phiét Nhat c thé da tinh dén nudc bai tuyén bd “thiét quan luat”
khi ¢4 cubc d6 bd clia quan My. Néu quyét dinh thiét quan luat dugc ban ra rdi thi quyét dinh thudc vé cac
vi tudng lanh chd chién. Khi dd, chién tranh s€ kéo dai khong biét dén bao giG. Néu Iénh dau hang khong
phai do Thién Hoang ban ra thi binh si chdc cam cu cho dén chét. Sau nay, chinh Thi Tudng Suzuki da
khai rang “quan Nhat cho la sé chién dau tdi cing” va “tin rang ho sé& danh bai dugc quan My”.

Hang Khong Mau ham USS Nimitz CVN-68

* Va néu chién tranh kéo dai, mt ngay nao dd, nudc Nhat chac sé kiét qué. Chirng do, bao nhiéu ngudi
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Nhét dau khd, tang thuang nita, khdng ai ludng trudc dugdc. Ngoai ra, tu binh Ddng minh bi Nhat bat cAm
tu, con s6 khong it, chdc sé bi bd chét ddi hay bi ho thu tiéu.

* POi vdi gidi quan phiét Nhat, hanh dong tha bom nguyén tur cia My da gilp ho nhiéu viéc. Thir nhat, hai
trdi bom nguyén tir gilip ho c6 mét co hdi quyét dinh ma khéng mét thé dién. Ho cho réng: dau hang la
dé clru dan ch khdng phai vi hén nhat. Th hai, chdp nhan dau hang My, Nhét tranh dugc mot méi lo
khac, do la ché d6 Cong san. Stalin da tuyén chién v&i Nhat va danh bai dao quan Quan Bong cta Nhat &
M3n Chau khi d& ranh tay & mat tran Chau Au. Gidi quan phiét Nhat ciing biét tai H6i Nghi Yalta, dong
minh d& dong y dé quan Nga chiém dao Hokkaido ctia Nhat. Cudc chién & Hokkaido cd thé lam thiét mang
gan nura triéu quan Nhat va khoang nira triéu thudng dan. Nhu' vay, gidi quan su Nhat, bén ngoai thi trach
My vdi hai qua bom nguyén tr nhung sau dé, ho xét lai nén khong cé hanh dong chéng My quyét liét do
han thu tUr dé dén nay.

* Gido su sUr hoc va la giam doc trung tam nghién clru Chién tranh Lanh thudc Pai hoc California, 6ng
Tsuyoshi Hasegawa, trong cudn “Racing the Enemy”, da dua ra mét so giai thich doi véi nhitng su kién
lién quan dén van dé nay. Ong Hasegawa cho réng Ianh dao Nhat khdng qua quan tam tdi nhitng thiét hai
cta Nhit do bom nguyén tir cia My bdi ho cling s& chiu tén that tuong tu, cé khi con ndng han, Vi
nhifng loai bom quy-udc (bom thudng) ctia My. Ong cho réng viéc quan Nga trd lai A Chau mdi lam Nhat
lo sg, v8i thdm hoa Cong san. Nhan dinh nay hoan toan dung khi “tham hoa Cong san” da lam nhan loai
diéu linh tir bdy dén nay, gieo réc bao khé dau cho con ngudi & nhitng dat nudc ho cai tri.

* Nha st hoc ctia My Richard B. Frank viét ra trong cudn Downfall phat hanh ndm 1999 cé quan diém trai
ngugc véi 6ng Hasegawa. Ong Richard B. Frank doan chdc: “S& chi 13 ao tudng néu cho réng chién tranh
6 thé két thic khi My dung t8i bom nguyén tu™.

* Nhifng tranh c&i v& van dé nay van con tiép tuc vdi nhiéu 13p luan. Tai mot hdi nghi do Greenpeace t0
chirc tai London nhan 60 nam tham hoa bom nguyén t&r dugc tha xuéng dat Nhat, 6ng Mark Selden, giao
su’ Pai hoc Binghamton & New York cho rang “con cé nhiéu toan tinh toan chién lugc dang sau quyét dinh
ctia Truman”. Ong néi:

-"C4 nhitng ngudi tin rang tha qua bom s& thic day chién tranh chdng két thic, va nhu vy vi thé cia My
& chau A dugc nang Ién. Thuc chat, day 1& mot cudc chay dua véi Nga. My tha bom, ngoai viéc tiéu-diét
Nhét, con c6 muc dich 1a d& canh béo vai thé gidi vé su’ I6n manh cla My. N6 dong thdi ngén chan viéc
Nga dua quan xdm chiém Nhat, ho&c cho du néu viéc dd b Nhat xay ra thi My s& 13 luc lugng dan dau
chién dich do".

* David McCullough, mot nha str hoc lirng danh ctia My, {tac gia cé nhiéu sach ban chay nhat (best seller),
da 2 lan thang giai Pulitzer}, ngudi dugc goi la “bac thay clia nghé thuét viét van ky thuat lich sir (master
of the art of narrative history), trong cuén “Truman”, xuat ban vao nam 1993 (cu6n sach doat giai
Pulitzer) d& c6 mdt gidi thich thuc t&, kha tin trudc dong cd ctia Truman khi ra Iénh tha bom. Ong viét:

-"Lam th& nao ma mdt vi téng thdng, hodc nhitng ngudi cd trach nhiém, cd thé tra I3i véi nhan dan My...

néu sau khi mat moét bién mau dé xadm chiém Nhat Ban, khi d6 ngudi dan My méi biét rdng My da co thir
vii khi ¢ kha ndng cham dut cudc chién da dugc ché tao xong tUr gilta mua he ma khong dugc st dung?".
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Qua nhiing sa lugc vira k&, con cd nhiéu tai liéu khac nifa chua dudc giai ma, vai su thiét hai clia 2 thanh
phd Hirosima va Nagasaki, néu dem so vdi nhiing thiét hai khong ludng dugc ma quan dan Nhat, quan doi
Pong Minh va dan chidng & nhitng vung dat ma Nhat chiém déng ganh phai, bén nao nang han? b6 la cau
tra I0i cho cau hdi néu & doan trén, trudc quyét dinh tha hai qua bom nguyén ti xudng dat Nhat, cham
dut chién tranh, dem thanh binh cho nhan loai.

Ngudi Nhat ngay nay da giau nhd phat trién kinh t& nén rat sg chién tranh. Jieitai (Ddi Tu' v&), tic quan
ddi cia Nhat Ban, cd khoang 250.000 ngudi. VGi quan s& &y, Nhat van phai can vao su hién dién cla quan
nhan Hoa Ky tr( dong 6 Nhat Ban. Ngudi ta nghi rang da s6 ngudi Nhat khong oan trach Hoa Ky vé viéc
tha bom nguyén tr trén dat nudc ho, qua nhitng thién chi va hgp tac cta ho véi nguGi My. Du sao, ho
cling la ké danh lén, gay chién trudc qua vu tan cong Tran Chau Cang (Pearl Harbor raid) buéc My phi tra
dlia va ho phai ganh chiu hau qua. Mot diéu minh xac cho nhan xét nay, la “tha lanh ké chiém déng”,
cling 1a ké chi huy quan d6i My da danh bai quan Nhat lai ndm trong danh sach dugc ngudi Nhat hién nay
ton vinh, dé la danh tudng My, Thong Tudng Douglas MacArthur. D6 cd phai la diéu trd tréu khong, cling
khdng khé dé tim ra cu tra 10i.

Hang Khéng Mau ham USS Nimitz CVN-68

7. LOT KET:

Trong Thé Chién th( hai, My ding vé phe Ddng minh, phe chinh-nghia, cling la phe thdng cudc, di nhién
cac cai thién, cai my dugc t6 vé t6i da. Co hang ngudi tham danh, truc Igi, tham quyén c0 vi, s€ thira cg
héi ndy d€ danh béng cho minh. Nimitz khéng ndm trong loai ngudi dé. Piéu nay lam tdm hdn éng thanh
thai, vui song mai dén ngay qua ddi ma khong ban tam, mét tri vi cong danh, phu quy.
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Trong subt 42 nam phuc vu trong Hai quan My (tir 1905 dén 1947), 6ng nhan dudc 5 huy-chugng thudc
loai hang nhat clla Hoa Ky va 9 huy chuang cao quy khac. Ngoai ra, 6ng con nhan dugc 16 huy chuong
cla nhiéu qubc gia cap tang, gébm cd: Quan luc Hoang gia Anh: 2 huy chuong, Phap: 1, Philippines: 2,
Hoa Lan: 1, Hy Lap: 1, Trung Hoa: 1, Guatemala: 1, Cuba: 1, A C&n Binh: 1, Ecuador: 1, Bi: 2, Y: 1, Ba
Tay: 1. T4t ca déu la nhitng huy chuong cao quy nhét clia quéc gia ho danh dé tudng thudng cho nhiing
ca nhan hay don vi ngoai qudc c6 cong ddi I6n doi vdi x sG ho.

Tén 0ng, ngoai viéc dat cho chiéc HKMH ndi & doan 2, con dugc dat cho:
- USPS (Buu dién My) in hinh Nimitz dugc in trén mot loai tem (postal stamp) do USPS phat hanh.

- Quy Nimitz (Nimitz Foundation), thanh Iap nam 1970, tai trg cho “Vién Bao tang Qudc gia cho chién
tranh TBD".

- Xa 16 Nimitz, tirc Interstate 880, chay tU Berkeley t&i San Jose, California.

- Nimitz Glacier Antarctica (Nam Bang Ducng), d€ ghi cong 6ng trong chic-vu Tu' Lénh hanh quén
Highjum.

- Xa 10 Nimitz, trc dudng 92 & dao Oahu, Hawaii.
- Thu vién Nimitz, thu vién chinh tai Hoc Vién Hai Quan My Annapolis, Maryland.
- Callahan Hall, mét Building tai trudng Dai-hoc Berkeley, trong dé cé Thu vién Nimitz.

S& di 6ng chon mdt thanh phé bién & California d&€ s6ng ndt cudc ddi con lai la d& dugc nhin thay bién c3,
nhin thdy TBD, vung bién ma cudc ddi quan ngii va chién cong cta 6ng dinh lién vSi nd. Bé cling 1a niém
udc ma tU thud thidu thdi cia 6ng: dugc sdng vai bién ca, dugc hudng huang vi mén cua bién. Ong dugc
nhin nhitng con tau nhap-nhd trén séng dé tim lai cudc séng hai hd thud con trong quan ngi.

Thay-Su Do-DBdoc Chester William Nimitz nhap Bénh vién Hai Quan Oak Knoll tai Oakland vi chirng stroke
va sung phdi vao cudi ndm 1965. Thang 1-1966, khi bac si cho biét khéng thé chita tri, 6ng dugc dua vé
lai khu gia binh Quatres One tai Yerba Buena Island. Ong m3n phan vao chiéu ngay 20-2-1966. Theo
nguyén vong llc sinh thdi, vao ngay 23-2-1966, mot ngay trudc lan sinh nhat thir 81, thi hai 6ng dugc an
tang tai Golden Gate National Cemetry, San Bruno, gan thanh phG San Francisco, California, nhin ra Thai
Binh Duong dé - theo udc nguyén lic sinh thdi - "linh hdn dng sdm t6i dugc nhin ra bién ca, nhin lai dai
ducng ma thud sinh thdi 6ng da dem hét siic minh d€ cling vdi dong doi chién d&u cho mét nudc My an
lanh, cho mot thé gidi thoat khdi chién tranh".

MOt con ngu@i tan tuy sudt ddi vi quoc gia dan toc, vi quan ngili cung dong ddi véi nhitng chién cong trong
mot udc mao "dem cudc séng thanh binh cho bao ngudi" da binh yén vé cdi vinh hdng. Ngudi "ky si cla
bién ca" khi s6ng tung hoanh trong bién c3, lic chét dugc & canh dai duong, hdn da dat dugc tdm nguyén
cla minh vay!

Lé Chanh Thiém.
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San Jose, 12-2006, co stra doi.
Tai liéu tham khao:

- US Navy.com

- Google.

- Ask.com

- WW2

- Atomic Bomb history

- Days To Remember: An Account of the Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
- D Day

Chu thich:

(1) Cap Tudng clia quan-ddi My dudc mang 5 sao trong thdi chién (wartime) & cac chiic vu cao dé chi-huy
(céc tudng 4 sao khac). Trong Luc quan goi la General of the Army, Khong quan goi la General of the Air
Force (Thong Tudng), trong Hai quan goi la Fleet Admiral (Thay Su D6 Doc). Khi chién cudc cham dat, ho
tré vé mang lai 4 sao. Trong quan doi My, cap bac Thong tudng xuat hién tir nam 1866, khi dd, co 3 vi
Tudng dugc phong la Ulysses S. Grant, William T. Sherman va Philip H. Sheridan. Tuy nhién, quan ham
clia ho ltc d6 van chi 13 4 sao. Pén ndm 1944, cap bac Thdng tudng 5 sao dudc thanh hinh dé tudng (ing
v@i cap bac Thong ché (Field Marshall) cia quan doi Hoang gia Anh. BDén nam 1946 dugc chinh thirc cong
nhan vinh vién trong quan st My, dén ngay nay.

(2) Bién ddi (con goi la ddi hinh): hinh dang clia doan tau khi di chuyén (hang ngang, hang doc, qua tradm,
vong tron...

(3) TU ng “Si quan thdm nién hién dién” r&t quan trong trong Hai Quan. N6 thé hién cai “uy quyén” va su’
tin tudng vao kha nang clia cap chi huy vai tham nién cong vy, tham nién cap bac so véi ngudi dang dam
nhan chuic vy, trdch nhiém. Di nhién trach nhiém cla nguGi “tham nién hién dién” nay cling cao han, néu
c6 16i [Am ciling phai chiu tdi néng hon.

(3) Nhat da ché tao 2 phao ham cung cG I6n nhat la chi€c Yamato (Pai Hoa) va Musashi (Vii Tang), la bi
mat quéc phong vi vé kha ndng, nd cd thé tdn cdng phdo ham dich tir khoang cach an toan, cling 1a niém
hanh dién cla hai quan Nhat. Mdi chiéc trong tai & 72.800 tan, dai 263 mét, trang bi 9 dai phao 460 ly
v6i dan ndng 1,5 tan, c6 thé bdn xa hon 42 km (trong khi phdo ham cutia Hoa Ky chi ¢ loai phao 406 ly,
b&n xa 38 km) cling may chuc 6 sting phong khong t6i tan, san c6 chd thép day dén 410 ly. V& trong tai
va dai phdo déu thudc loai I6n nhat thé gidi khi d6. Phdo ham loai ndy qua cong kénh, dé bi phat hién va
khdng phat huy dugc kha ndng. Dién hinh Ia chuyén chiéc Yamato bi danh ddm. {Néu dem so sanh, chiéc
Yamato ngang hang vdi chiéc thiét gidp ham Scharnhorst clia hai quan Buc, chiéc tau “cd hudng” ndi
tiéng trong hai quan thai bay gic?.

Chiéc Yamato dugc chi dinh lam sodi ham, r&i can c Hashirajima (Tru Dao) thuéc Yamaguchi (Son Khau)
dé cling ham doi Nhat tdn cdng vao Midway, & phia déng Nhat Ban. Thdi gian do, tau cta Hai quan Nhat
da bi danh dam qua nhiéu nén thi€u tau. Luc 8 giG 15 phit sang 7-4-1945, phi cd Hoa Ky phat giac chiéc
Yamato & phia Nam dao Kyushu. Dén 12 gig trua, khodng 100 may bay Hoa Ky, nhu dan diéu hau bay téi
tan cong “con mai”. Chi€c Yamato hau nhu chién dau don doc: vira chién dau cdm cu vira chay vong veo
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dé tranh hoa luc dich, da bi hdu nhu cling ltic 6 ngu 16i tha tir may bay My tring vao hdng trai. Nudc tran
vao, khién tau bi nghiéng 20 dd, hdng phai da hit nudc vao dé 1y lai théng bang (vi vdy né dugc ménh
danh la "bat tram chién ham": chién ham khong chim) vi phan chim dudi nudc & hai bén hong tau co hé
th6ng cho nudc vao va bdm nudc ra nhung nhiéu ngi bi bom pha v3 nén thiét hai rat tram trong. Sau do,
tau bi thém 2 ngu 16i vao hong trai va 1 vao hong phai. Cubi cung la 1 ngu 16i trding vao héng trai ngay
phan gilfa, tau nG tung va chim dan, luc 2 gid 23 phit, dem theo khoang 3.000 sinh mang. Viéc ché tao
phdo ham khéng 16 1a mét sai [dm I8n nhat vé chién luge cua Hai Quan Nhét.

(4) USS Hornet: Chiéc HKMH Hornet noi trong bai nay la chiéc USS Hornet 2. Chi€c USS Hornet 1 (1805-
1829) la chiéc CV-8, dugc vo trang thang 10-1805 tai Baltimore, Maryland. Trong tran chi€n & Santa Cruz,
khi rGi Tampico, Mexico vao 29-9-1829, chi€c Hornet bi gay c6t budm chinh trong mot trén bao va bi chim,
mang theo tron ven thay tha doan. Bén thang 10-1942, Hai-quan My d6i tén chiéc CV-12, trong tai 27.100
tan, dai 872 feet, van-téc 33 hai-ly/ gid thanh tén USS Hornet. USS Hornet do Newport News Shipbuilding
& Dry Dock Co., 8 Newport News, Virginia dong. Me d& dau la Ba B6 trudng Hai quan Frank M. Knox. Hién
nay, chi€c nay da “vé huu”, nay neo tai hai cang Alameda, Bac California.

(5) Vu phuc-kich Yamamoto:

Theo cdng-udc Genéve sau ndy va quy dinh tir thdi xa xua 1a khdng dugc td chlic dm sat, sat hai cap chi
huy, gia mao quan phuc d6i phugng. Thé nhung do khéi Truc da vi pham cong udc nay trudc dé nén
Pong Minh ciing khong tuan thd. Cac Tudng Eisenhower, Roosevelt cia My, Thu Tudng cua Anh la
Churchill déu bi khéi Truc t6 chifc dm sat nhung that bai. Cudc phuc kich tudng Yamamoto da dugc ndi
trong bai trudc, & day, xin k& lai chuyén Hitler chi thi cho P& d6c Hai quan Bulc Canaris thuc hién k& hoach
bt coc Thu tuéng Anh Churchill [am dan chiing cho viéc khi Truc vi pham Iénh trén.

Khi dugc Iénh cua Hitler, D6 d6c Canaris ha Iénh cho thudc ha la Trung Ta Otto Rader khdi thao ké hoach
hanh ddng bat cdc Chuchill. Trudc d6, ndm 1943, quan Bng minh do bd 1&n dao Sicilia, 3 Y nd ra cudc
bao loan. Ngay 3/9, Y tuyén b dau hang, ky Hiép dinh dinh chién v8i Dong minh. Mussolini bi phe ndi day
bat giam nhung Hitler chua chiu that bai. Hitler c&r mot doi biét dong giai c(tu thanh céng “chién hiru rudt”
Mussolini. Do vay, Hitler “&n quen” nén da chi thi k& hoach bat Churchill.

Trong chi thi ndy, néu bét dugc Churchill ma khdng dem di dugc mdi sat hai. Sau khi thao k& hoach chi
ti€t, Canaris chi thi cho thudc cdp la Trung td quan DU Hans Schtaninne thi hanh cdng tac bat coc. Khi
dugc tin tinh bao tir bdo cdo mat cua nir diép vién DUc la Joranna Gra ndm vung tai Anh cho hay la TT
Churchill sé nghi cudi tuan tai trang trai cia Herry Waytowpe, Tu Iénh Hai quan Anh da vé huu, chi cach
lang Sdelecon 8km, ho thi hanh y dinh.

Su6t trong cudc bat coc, nhiéu viéc xay ra rat kich tinh, khdng néi dén & day. Cudi cling, ca 13 quan biét
kich Blc bi quan My ha sat. Toan quan My nay dong trén dat Anh, cé nhiém vu bao vé Churchill. Trudng
toan quan Ddc, Trung td Hans Schtaninne thoat dugc. Trong mot tinh cG trén dudng dao thodt,
Schtaninne giét mot quan nhan lién lac Anh, cudp suing va bd quan phuc Anh mac Ién ngudi. Khi luc gidy
t& quan nhan nay mang theo, han thdy mot birc mat thu gii Trung Ta ta Biét dong My Satoff, ngudi cd
trach nhiém bao vé Churchill. Schtaninne vao dugc trai cla Satoff vi quan My nham tudng la linh lién lac
Anh. Schtaninne tim dugc dén phong nghi ciia Churchill. Nghe tiéng dong ctra, Churchill giat minh, quay
lai, binh tinh hoi:
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-“Néu t6i khong nham thi anh la Trung ta quan du Blc Quéc xa Hans Schtaninne?”.
Schtaninne ndi ro ting ti€éng mot:

-“Thua ngai Churchill, toi rat Iy lam ti€c vi chuyén xay ra hdom nay, nhung vdi tu’ cach la mot ngudi linh,
t6i budc long phai thi hanh nhiém vu cta minh”.

-"Vay, anh con chd gi nita?”, Thu tudng Churchill cat giong rat binh tinh.
Schtaninne nang sing chia thang vao Churchill, d&t ngén tay dua vao co sung.

Plng luc &y, Thiéu ta Caine, Chi huy phé clia Trung Ta Satoff dap clra xéng vao, 1y co sing, ban lién mét
loat dan. Schtaninne guc xuéng cling tiéng nd lién hdi.

"Tha tudng Anh” khéng hé biéu 16 chit hoang hét, sg hai nao, ndi giong binh than:

-"Thét ky la, hdn da dat ngdn tay vao co sung, tdi tic tac cudi cling, hdn lai do du. Ndi gi thi ndi, anh ta
van la mot ngudi linh diing cdm. H3y mai tang cho anh ta that dang hoang”.

Thé la, ngudi ta chon Schtaninne cung 13 doi vién biét kich Blfc chung mot ngdi mé tai nghia trang & ngoi
lang héo lanh Sdelecon, v&i dong chir Burc: “Trung ta Blc Hans Schtaninne va 13 linh du Bdc yén nghi.
Thdi gian tir vong: 6/11/1943",

Nhung that mia mai véi Ca quan Tinh bao Dic. That su, TT. Churchill khéng hé dat chan téi lang Sdelecon
ma dang dap chi€c soai ham cua Hai quan Hoang gia Anh di du HGi nghi Tehran. Ngugi déng thé Churchill
hom do la George Howard Forster. Cd quan tinh bao Burc da hoan toan tring ké danh Ilra ciia ngu@i Anh.

(6) Than Phong: Kamikaze = Shinpu, nguyén la tén dit cho mdt con bdo, ndi 18n danh chim doan chién
thuyén thién chién clia Méng C8 khi xdm lang Nhat Ban vao ndm 1281. Nhét I8y tén nay d&t cho Phi doan
cam tr cda ho.

Ngay ca sau khi cd Iénh dau hang ctia Thién Hoang, IUc 5 gid chiéu ngay 15/8/1945, mét phi doi 21 chiéc
Than Phong con dugc lénh bay di tan cong cac don vi Hoa Ky chiém dong Okinawa dang an mirng chi€n
thdng. Tudng Anami, BO Trudng Chién Tranh va Trung Tudng Ryujiro Onishi, Tu Lénh luc lugng dac
nhiém "Than Phong" d& mé bung tu’ sét.

Sach gido khoa mon sir ciia Nhat ngay nay da ghi lai mét trong nhitng bulc thu tuyét ménh cua phi cong
Than Phong nhu mét chiing tich cla nhitng “anh hung dan-toc”. Bai van nhu sau:

Di Ngon
(Do phi c6ng Noboru Ogata 23 tudi viét, da chét trén tai Okinawa).

Nhén lice xuat kich (m@ culc tan céng)
Phé phudng than yéu, nhirng ngui than yéu
Bay gid, t6i vUt b tat ca
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Lén duGng ra di

Vi su an nguy clia quOc gia

SOng vGi dai nghia ngan xua

Bay gi0, t6i 6 day bat dau d6t kich

Thén nhu nhifng cAnh hoa Anh bao roi

Trd vé dat nue hon phach

Trd thanh quy than bao vé dat nudc ngan xua
Théi, gia tir

T6i 1a hoa Anh Pao trén nii vinh quang

S€ trd vé nd bén canh me.

(Ban dich ctia D6 Théng Minh, dang cur ngu tai Nhat-Ban)

X X X
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