phong dich:  Dat Nwoe Toi

My Fatherland

.- Thiong mén ting dong bao cua téi hién dang
( Affectionately offered to my relatives, compatriots &

dinh cu noi hai ngoai -

friends actually settling overseas )
*

I remember my lovely natal country

With very foggy autumnal mornings,

Covering the roofs of small houses.

That poetic scene disappeared soon after

winter’s coming.

*

I love my too distant homeland,

Having long rivers and vast plains

Where there were a lot of cattle

Coming back to quiet villages at nightfall.
*

I love ancient, pointed church towers,
Silently standing in opaque, weak moonlight.
It seems they are now much farther
From me, both of heart and sight.

*

I love ranges of serrated mountains,
At their feet, columns of white-blurring smoke
Slowly rose from thatched huts in fine rains,
Surrounding clumps of trees and upstanding
rocks.

*
I remember my beloved elementary school,
Where | was spending almost my childhood,
Learning how to write with my awkward hand
The two sacred words “ My Fatherland .

*

I love earnestly my remote Fatherland.
From the other side of the Pacific Ocean,
I’d like to have my heart sent

*

Thuong vé qué cii cua toi
Mo suong nhirng som gitra troi mua thu,
Phu trén mai 1a mit mu,
Canh tho mong 4y gid tr, Pong sang.
*

T6i yéu dat nude xa ngan,
C6 nhiéu song 16n, ménh mang ruéng dong.
Nhirng dan muc suc thong dong
Tro vé x6m vang, dang hong chiéu roi..
*

T6i thwong thuong qua di thoi
Thap chuéng nha Chuia nhin troi lang yén.
Sao t6i nhu thay trién mién
Nbi niém xa vang trong tim, trong long.
*
Tbi yéu day nui cong cong,
Du6i chan khoi biéc ménh mong mot vung.
Mai tranh mua uot rung rung,
Lum cay, tang da khoi chung ndi budn
*

Nhé sao truong hoc yéu thuong,

Mot thoi tho du vuong vuong 1a vang

Ban tay tap viét dong ngang:

“ Qué Huwong, Té Quoc “ nhu mang trong hon.
*

Ngoi day ma thay nhu con

Bong hinh dét nudc, nui non, rudng dong.

Bén kia Bién Thai ménh mong,

Qué Huong t6i do, con khong ban be ...
*

To my childhood memories, relatives and friends. .. . S
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