Father’s Day :

My Father

*kk

(Affectionately offered to all fathers, especially
Vietnamese ones who have been struggling for
Democracy, Freedom and Happiness of Vietnamese
Country and People ).

*

* | remember my native village

Surrounded by green bamboo hedges,

Ornamented with columns of white-blurring smoke,
At nightfall, rising slowly.

* | remember the winding village road,
On which herds of cattle

Were coming back to their stables
When the church bell was heard.

* | left my village at the age of fifteen,

Separating from my parents and family

To go studying at Hai-Phong City.

When the war broke out, getting harder and harder,

| followed the elders to fight against French
aggressors.

Twice, captured by the enemies, | knew

The person, who made patiently great efforts

To find out where | had been detained, was my

father.

* With the spirit of Confucianism,

He taught me how to live with dignity

In all circumstances of life, even in misery.
Thanks to my father's teachings,

I've overcomed almost everything

To survive regardless lots of challenges
Occuring continuously in my rough lifetime.

* During 91 years of living in this world,

I never forget his image and teachings

That help me overcome almost everything.
Sometimes, seemingly 1 still hear his words:

" My son ! You ought to live with dignity! "
Always I've been proud of my father.

When growing up, | haven't done yet

A tiny bit for him as response, unfortunately !
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Phong dich:
Cha TOoi

(Mén tang tat ca nhitng nguoi Cha, nhdt la nhitng
nguoi Cha Viét Nam da dau tranh vi Ddan Chu, Tu
Do va Hanh Phiic cho Pdt Nwéc va Dan Téc minh)
*
Lang xua goi ndi vin vuong,
Hang tre xanh ngat, 16p swong mit mo.
Hoang hon phi xuéng nhu mo,
Khai lam Iuu luyén vat vo bay 1én.
Nh¢ sao x6m nhd binh yén,
Timg dan muyc stic van quen 16i vé,
Quanh co mot néo duong qué,
Chuong dau ving vang tiéng nghe vang rén.
Ra di tir budi thiéu nién,
Céach lia cha meg, anh em, gia dinh,
Ra thanh lam c4u hoc sinh,
Chién tranh bung no, than minh phai di,
Thén trai gian kho xa gi,
Budc theo huynh trudng cling vi nui séng.
Doi phen giic bat cum gong,
Chinh Cha l3n 16i hét long tim con.
Tudi Cha ngay mot héo mon,
Nhung luén day bao; phai luon 1a nguoi
Sbng sao xtmg dang ¢ doi,
T6 Tién, dong ddi may doi Nho Gia.
Nh¢ 101 khuyén day cud Cha,
Cudc doi chim ndi vuot qua moi diéu.
Gian truan cuc khd bao nhiéu,
Vinh quang, hanh phtc cang nhiéu vé sau.
91 nam, toc d3 bac mau,
Tai toi con vang nhitng cau cua Nguoi
Lam trai song & trén doi,
Sao cho xtrng dang lam nguo1 nghe con !
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T6i lubn mang git trong hon
Béng hinh Cha di thuong con sudt doi.
Phan t6i, nghi lai : Chao oi !
Chua dén dap tra thi ngudi con dau !
*
San Diego, California — U.S.A.
Pham Ngoc Nhiém



