Verse :
Sunset on the River
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I was contemplating the river’s beauty at sunset,
When the church bell began to sound.
That poetic scene seemed to be perfectly painted,
And such a wonderful scenery had never been
found.
The church steeple raised in the vast sky,
Reflected with last weak sunlights.
The church bell continued to sound,
And some evening birds kept on flying around.
The bell sound dissolved in the deep silence,
Penetrating till the bottom of my heart.
The evening star was waiting for the early
crescent.
How somptuous was the clearness of the
firmament !
Like a solitary traveler (*) at nightfall,
Walking alone on the endless way,
I was inspired by a marvellous power
To advance in my direction of happy days.
The sound of the church bell
Was propagating in the immense space,
Waking up all the souls coming nearer to the hell,
And leading them back to God’s love and grace.
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(*): The word " traveler " can be also written
" traveller " although the accent mark is put
above the first syllable.

Phong dich :

Hoang HOn Trén Séng
*k*k
T6i dang ling ngim canh hoang hon
Bén song bdng vang tiéng chudng don
Céanh tho mong qua, 6i tuyét di¢u !
C6 bao gio thay cénh dep hon ?

Thap chudng vuon thang giita troi cao,
Vai tia nang cubi roi nghiéng vao,
Tiéng chudng ving vang ngan xa mai,
Dam canh chim chiéu van lao xao.
*
Tiéng chudng ving vang giira khong trung,
Len 1én vao tim dén tan clng,
Sao hém nhu doi trang 1én s6m
Bau troi cao dep, sang va trong.
*

Nhu nguoi 1t khach, lac hoang hon,
Puong di xa tham, budc chan don,
T6i thay trong tim dang sttc manh
Tién 1én dé thay hanh phic hon.

*

Tiéng chudng ngan gitra bong dém roi,
Ngap canh ménh mong cia ndi doi,
Goi hon nhitng ké dang lac 16i
Vé voi yéu thuong caa Chla Troi...
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