1
Lich sit Hoa Ky:: Vi Tong Thong giir chire vu lau nhat Nwéce My

*k*k

Ngueoi viét mong woe : dat mede vi dai ndy sé ¢é ngdy lai dwoc thdy xudt hién mét vi Tong
Thong tai gioi,dang kinh mén nhw nhan vat chinh yéu trong bai viét Lich Sw dwoi day -

Phan Dirc Minh
Trong lich sir Hoa Ky, khi néi vé cac vi Téong Thong, ngudi ta thiy c6 nhitng diéu sau
day duoc ké 1a dic biét, khac thuong:

A.- Vi Téng Thdng tré tudi nhat khi nham chirc 13 Ong Theodore Roosevelt, Tong
Théng tht 26 ( ché khong phai Ong J.F. Kennedy nhuw nhiéu ngueoi van twéng: Ong ndy
nhdm chire lic 44 tuéi ). C6 2 dng Roosevelt, nhung Ong noéi & day sinh ngay 27 thang
10 - 1858, nham chtrc ngay 14 - 9 - 1901:

Franklin D. Roosevelt chua day 43 tudi, tic 1a... late 42. Cubn " Webster's New World
Pocket Book of Facts " do Simon & Schuster. Inc. - New York xuét ban cach day khong
lau, ghi rang " The

youngest President was Theodore Roosevelt, who began serving at age 42 ).

B.- Vi Tong Théng gia nhat 1a Ong Ronald Reagan, Téng Thong thir 40. Ong 77 tudi khi roi Toa Bach Oc, sau 2
nhiém Ky (The oldest President was Ronald Reagan, who was 77 when he left office after serving 2 terms ).

C.- Vi Tong Théng duy nhét phuc vu hon 2 nhiém Ky, va ciing 1a 1au nhat trong Lich Str Hoa Ky 1a Ong Franklin
D. Roosevelt, Tong Théng thir 32 ( The only President to serve more than 2 terms was Franklin D. Roosevelt ).

D.- Ong William H. Harrison c6 nhiém ky Téng Thong ngan nhat, Ong qua doi vi bénh sung phdi , chi ¢6 31 ngay
sau L& Nham chtre ( William H. Harrison served the shortest term. He died of pneumonia only 31 days after his
inauguration ).

* Nhiéu vi Tong Théng sinh ra tai Tiéu Bang Virginia va Ohio hon 1a cac Tiéu Bang khac.
* Chuce vu Tf)ng Théng Hoa Ky la mot chire vu phai duong dau voi muc do nguy hiém rat cao. Vi viy ma di co toi 8
vi Tong Téng Thong My tir tran ngay khi dang tai chur, trong sO d6, ¢ téi 4 vi bi am sat chét ( ché khong phai chi bi

thwong, vé bénh vién it ldu, roi vé Toa Bach Oc lam tiép ).
*

Bita nay xin viét , dui 1a so luoc, vé chuyén Ong Tong :Fhéng khac thuong, lam Tong Théng 1au nhat Lich Str Hoa
Ky. D6 1a Ong Franklin Delano Roosevelt, vi Tong Thong thir 32. Ong Roosevelt nay ( khong phdi la Ong Theodore
Roosevelt, Tong Thong thir

TThéng Franklin D. Roosevelt

26 ) sinh ngay 30 thang 1 nam 1882 tai Hyde Park, New York. Trudc khi lam Tong Théng . Ong da timg lam Luat
Su ( rdt nhiéu Tong Théng Hoa Ky xudt thin tir gici nay ma ra ) rdi lam Thong Ddc. Ong thudc Pang " Ddn Chui-
Democratic Party". Nhiém ky Tong Thong cua Ong bat dau ngay 4 thang 3 nam 1933 ( hoi dé bt dau nhiém ky vao
ngay 4 thang 3, khéng nhw bdy gio, bdt dau ngay 20 thang 1). Ong roi chiic vu vao ngdy 12 thang 4 nim 1945, hon
12 nam, va ciing la luc Ong qua doi, trong khi nudc My dang 1am chién, chdng lai sy ddnh pha, xam ling 4c liét, tan
bao trén khép thé gi6i cua truc Phat Xit Dire - Y - Nhdt .

Khi Ong budc chan vao lam Cha Toa Bach Oc, ngudi ta hi vong, trong doi noi Ong rat nhiéu. Vi viy ma trong thoi
gian van dong tranh ctr Tong Thong, Pang Dan Chu cua dng da dung bai hat " Happy days are here again - Nhitng
ngay hanh phiic dang tré lai noi ddy " dé gay xuc dong 10ng ngudi, 16i cudn cir tri hiy bau cho Ong Roosevelt lam
Tong Thong dé Ong c6 co hodi ctru van tinh thé trong khi tinh trang " suy thodi " cua toan thé qudc gia dang & vao
mirc d6 té hai nhat trong Lich Str ( the worst depression in the nation's history ). Moi ldnh vuc hoat dong kinh té lac
ay déu suy sup, thit bai, hang xudng xac so, ngan hang dong cua, nhitng ngudi that nghiép xép hang that dai dé nhan
su ctru gitp tir chinh phii, co quan tir thién. Sy that vong, chan nan tran ngép trong tim, trong long nhitng nguoi dan tir
tang 16p trung binh cho t6i nhitng ké khon cung, nghéo kho.

Hbi d6 chwa c6 hé thong truyén hinh, ma chi c¢6 dai phat thanh cho nén Ong Roosevelt d3 dung phuong tién nay
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dé tam tinh, noi chuyén véi ctr tri, v6i dan chung. Nhimg 16 néi tdm tinh phéat xuét tu con tim, tim hon cua Ong da
xo0a diu phan nao sy hoang mang, chan nan cua dan chiing, gay xtic dong rdi lam cho ho tin tuong. Ong tuyén bd

" Dat nude vi dai nday sé hoi sinh - This great nation will revive ". Chiing ta chi s¢ c6 mot diéu 1a " tinh than so hai "
Tiéng noi cua Ong vang vong di khip moi néo dudng dat nude, lam cho nguoi dan that tinh xtc dong, nhiéu nguoi
nudc mét rung rung. Mot tinh than tran day hi vong dan dan bung 1én va ngudi ta da cing véi Ong Roosevelt kéu 1én,
gao thét Ién " Chung ta phai danh bai s suy thodi nay ! Chiing ta sé chién thang! " Ong 1a vi lanh dao khong nhimg
chi biét néi hay, Ong con thuc su 13 vi lanh dao quoc gia quyét tim 1am bang dugc nhitng gi Ong tuyén bo. Ong tung
ra mot chién dich hanh dong thuc tidn va quyét liét. Ong noi: " Chiing ta quyét tam ciru van dat mede nay, nhat la civu
van nhitng ké khon ciing, nghéo kho 1"

Mot chuong trinh lam viée dé phuc vu dan ching dugc dua ra dé vuc cho cac co s¢ hoat dong kinh té dtng
day, tao dleu kién cho cac tang 16p dan chung c6 co hoi mua sam, tiéu dung. Ong dung moi cach van dung nhtng
ngudn von dé tao cong an viéc 1am cho nhimg ngudi that nghi¢p, dem lai d6 an thirc uong cho ke doi khat, tao ra
nhirng noi tra ngu cho ké khong nha, dang phai lang thang vat vuong vét 16n dé sinh ton. Ong da thanh cong : cac
nong trai hoat dong trd lai, cac ngén hang lai mo cua phuc vu, gop sirc vao viéc phuc hdi mot dat nudce tudng rang
mudn nam liét nhu mot con bénh, chi con chd Than Chét téi... hoi thim va dem di dau khong biét nua. Nguoi ta bao
rang : Ong Roosevelt qua thyuc 1a con ngudi van dong quan chiing tai ba, ma ciing 1a mot chién binh quyét tAm thing
tran . Ong da dénh tan su suy thodi tram trong véi tinh than cua mot chién si ( He tackled the Great Depression with
a warrior's spirit ). Véi tinh than khon ngoan va diing cam dé, sau nay Ong da 1anh dao quéc gia cua minh cung voi
DPong Minh ban be, dat duoc chién thang vé vang trong cudc Thé Chién thir 2, danh bai hai cuong qudc phat xit hung
bao trong nhimng ban tay " hung than Hitler cua Pirc Quéc va Tojo cua Nhat Ban. Tinh than can dam cia Ong
Roosevelt, cing nhu tinh than quyét thang cua Ong, theo céc su gia, co 1€ da co duogc tur strc chiu dung kinh khung
ctia Ong d6i v6i can bénh phtc tap, hiém nghéo, bién dang lau dai ma Ong luén phai mang trong nguoi : nam 1921
Ong phai chong cu véi can bénh bai liét bdc phat, [am cho Ong hau nhu mat di su st dung doi chan nhu moi nguoi
binh thuong khac. Tuy nhién, Ong nhét dinh khong chiu thua, khong chiu dau hang can bénh quai ac nay. Ong cb
gang tap luyén, hoc cach st dung doi chan nang né sau khi da bi giai phau dé ndi két lai hau co thé dung dugc doi
chén v6i sy tro giup cua cdp nang, va cdi xe lan. Ong c6 ging hét sirc minh, dung moi cach dé co thé lam duoc viéc,
du co khi phai can dén nguoi phu gitp, thay mat trong nhirng truong hop can thiét. Ong chiu dung cting mot ltc cin
bénh gay nhiéu khé khin, kho sé, dong thoi v6i tinh than trach nhiém dbi véi cong viéc ludn dé ning trén vai. Ong
khong théi chi, thao lui trude nghich canh.

Troi khong phu ké c6 1ong va tinh than tuyét voi
nhu thé. Ong d c6 duoc Ba vo hiém co trén ¢di doi nay.
Ba Anna Eleanor Roosevelt, thay mit chong, di khap noi,
moi chdn, dang 1& ra Ong Roosevelt phai co mit dé tiép
xuc, hoat dong cho cudc doi chinh tri ctia Ong. Nho do,
sy lién lac cia Ong d6i v6i cong viée, voi cac doan thé,
cac Hoi Poan khong bao gio bi gian doan. Ong tiép Xuc,
lién ket dugc voi nhiing khudn mat sang gia cua nhiéu
kinh té gia, nha chinh trj 16i lac 12 & chd do. Ong tai dic
ctr nhiém ky 2 vao nam 1936, nhiém ky 3 vao nam 1940
va nhiém ky 4 vao nam 1944.

Phu nhdn Eleanor Roosevelt dwgc xép hang la dé nhit
phu nhan xudt sac nhat trong lich sir Hoa ky..

Khéng c6 vi Tong Théng nao di va sé giir chirc vu Tong Thong My 1au dai nhu Ong, béi vi theo Tu chinh an Hién
Phap thtr 22, dugc Qudc Hoi biéu quyét chap thuan va Téng Thong phé chudn, ban hanh nim 1951: S& khong ¢6
ngudi nao duge bau vao chirc vu Tong Théng qua 2 1an ( The 22nd Amendment ratified in 1951 stated that " no
person shall be elected to the office ot the President more than twice.” ).

Dé nhat phu Nhén Eleanor Roosevelt di chuyen khong nging, tham du cac cudc hop mit, tiép xuc v6i dan ching,
tham viéng cac bénh vién, cac trai nudi tré mo coi, bi bd roi, dic biét 1a ba con di tdi cac vung chlen tran dang khoi
Itra ngut troi, sdc mui sting dan, dé dong vién tinh than ST Quan, Binh Si dang x4 than bao vé Td Quoc, Tu Do va Dan
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Chu. Trong Lich Str Hoa Ky, ddy 1a vi Bé Nhat Phu Nhan dau tién dam lam cong viéc nguy hiém va vo ciing quan
trong d6. Ngay nay, mdi c6 thém Ba Hillary Clinton duoc gidi truyén thong, bao chi coi la vi Dé Nhat Phu Nhan va
Nit Chinh Tri Gia thir hai ndi g6t, theo Ba Eleanor Roosevelt di vao con duong nguy hiém, can nhiéu can dam, tu tin
16n lao nay. Ba Hillary Clinton ciing di timg t&i nhitng ving chién tran
dé tham viéng, dong vién binh si, va gin day nhat Ba di t6i
Afghanistan, rdi Iraq viéng thim, dung bira dn da chién véi binh si , khi
quanh Ba con dang tung bung khoi lira, chién tranh.

Trong nhiém ky tht 4 va ciing 1a nhiém ky cudi cing, Ong
Roosevelt tham du cudc hop thuong dinh ( Summit Meeting ) tai Yalta
cung v6i Thu Tudng Anh Quéc, Winston Churchill, va Lanh Tu cta
Lién Bang S6 Viét Joseph Stalin. Sau cudc Hoi Nghi dac biét nay, Ong
Roosevelt tro vé trong tinh trang suy kiét, dudi sirc rdi 1am trong bénh.
Ong tir tran tai Warm Springs, Tiéu Bang Georgia, chua day mot thang
sau thi cudc chién tai Au Chau chdm dit vai nhitng tran thang oanh liét,
vang limg thé giéi ctia quan d6i Pong Minh ma quan d6i My 1a chu

- Summit meeting in Yalta -

chét, dudi quyén chi huy ctia Danh Tudng 4 sao Dwight David Eisenhower, sau ndy trd thanh vi Tong Thong thir 34 (
January 20, 1953 - January 20, 1961 ) ciia Lich Sir Hoa Ky. Ong vinh vién ra di hoi sém nén khong dugc thdy nhiing
thanh tich 13y ling cua Nude My, quan doi My trong viéc danh bai dao quan phat xit Nhat ndi tiéng hung bao trong
thé chién tha 2 ( giét hay dung tu binh song dé giao cho nhitng don vi Qudn Y thir nghiém vii khi héa hoc,tdp trung
hang tram ngan phy nit A Chdu dé lam né 1é tinh duc phuc vu cho quan dgi Nhat hung hang, dién khing vi trdn mac,
chién tranh vv...). Hai qua bom nguyén tir cia My da tha xudng thanh phd k¥ nghé chién tranh Hiroshima, rdi
Nagasaki, bat

quan doi Nhat ban phai dau hang vo diéu kién, va
nhiéu qudc gia tai A Chau duoc giai phong khoi
gong cum bao tan, &c nghiét cia quan doi phat xit
Nhat.

Véi chitc vu Tong Thong Hoa Ky, 1au dai nhat
trong Lich Str, Ong di d¢é lai trong long nguoi dan
khong riéng gi nudc My, ma ca nhiéu quoc gia trén
thé gidi long kinh mén, yéu thuong va blet on Ong
v cung, nhat 1a khi quan doi dudi quyén Tong Tu

Atomic bomb mushroom clouds over Hiroshima
('left) and Nagasaki ( right)

Lénh ciia Ong da dong vai chinh yéu trong nhiing tran dénh iy ling, oanh liét, giai phong Chau Au, trong d6 noi bat
1a cudc d6 bo Normandy, danh théng nhiing tran long troi 10 dat dé cudi cung giai phéng nudc Phap, r0i dén nhiing
tr4n danh ngoan myc giai phong A Chau, ciru bao nhiéu ngudi, bao nhiéu dan toc thoat khoi canh song diéu linh, kho
s0, nhuc nhan dudi got gidy tan bao cua nhirng dao quan phat xit Duc va Nhat Ban.

Bén canh nhing diéu vinh quang, oanh liét d6, Ong ciing co dip chimng kién nhitng canh hai hing di xay ra :

* Phat xit Drc danh chiém Ba-Lan. Truéc hiém hoa xam lang dir doi d0, hai nuéc Anh va Phap tuyén chién voi Pic
va Thé Chién thir 2 chinh thirc bt dau bung nd (Germany invaded Poland,. Britain and France declared war on
Germany; World Way Il began ( 1939).

* Nam 1941: Quan doi Nhat tan cong Tran Chau Cang, Hawai, Guam va quéc gia Phi-Luat-Tan, khién cho Hoa Ky
phai tuyén chién voi Nhat Ban. Truc phat xit : Dt - ¥ - Nhat, ludn ludn lién két voi nhau trong ké hoach théng tri
toan cu cho nén khi cuong qudc Hoa Ky tuyén chién voi Nhat Ban thi ciing 14 Iic Ptic va Y phai tuyén chién voi
Hoa Ky ( Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, Hawai, Guam and the Philippines. The United States declared war against
Japan. Germany and Italy declared war against the U.S. (1941 ).

* Ngoai ra, Ong ciing duoc thdy sy ra doi ciia kha nhiéu Doan Thé, Hiép Hoi duoc thanh 1ap tai dat nude cia Ong,
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lam cho bau khong khi sinh hoat chinh tri quéc gia ngay cang l6n manh, thuc day nguoi dan quen dan vé6i nhiing sinh
hoat chinh tr1, xa hoi cua qudc gia; Qudc gia cb phat trién, vimg manh thi gia dinh, x& hoi cting nhu ca nhan méi ¢6 co
hoi thing tién vuot qua tinh trang " suy thoai " kinh hoang va toan dién khi Ong chuan bi ciing nhu bit dau budc vao
Toa Bach Oc. Ong cam thdy mot niém vui va hinh dién vé tuong lai xir sé khi dugc thiy mot sy kién lich st quan
trong m& dau cho nganh Hang Khéng Qudc Gia sau nay :

: - D6 1a chuyén bay doc hanh va xuyén dia cAu cua phi hanh gia Wiley Post, thyuc hién vao nam 1933 ( Wiley
Post made the solo world flight in 1933 ).

- Pao Luat vé An Sinh X& Hoi bao dam cho cudc séng cho dai da sb nguoi dan My ra doi vao nam 1935

( Somal Security Act passed in 1935 ).

Nhiéu, rat nhiéu su kién quoc gia va quc té quan trong di xay ra trong sudt thoi gian Ong Franklin Delano
Roosevelt nim gitr chure vy Tong Théng Hoa Ky 1au dai nhét cua Lich Str dit nuée vi dai Hoa K.

Ngay nay, moi khi nghi dén Ong, nguoi ta khong thé quén mot vi Tong Théng d3 dua dat nude tir mot tinh trang
dang trén bo vuc tham t6i den, chi cAn mot sirc x6 day vo tinh hay c¢6 ¥ thém vao do 1a khong co Siéu Cuong Quéc
Hoa Ky nhu ngay nay. Ong da dua Dat Nudc trd lai cude sdng binh thudng va khong ngimg tién 1én dé rdi tir d6 méi
du sttc manh duong dau véi cudce chién dir doi, tan khdc, tham hoa caa loai nguoi tr 1939 cho dén 1945, sau khi qua
bom nguyén tir dau tién ctia My danh guc thanh phd Hiroshima, mot thanh phé dau nio cia sirc manh chién tranh
Nhat Ban. Phat xit Nhat chua chiu thua va con hi vong rang My chi ¢6 ndi 1 qua bom nguyén tir duy nhat vao thoi
diém d6. Qua bom nguyén tir thir hai ném xudng thanh phb Nagasaki vai ngay sau d6 thi tinh than va sirc manh chién
tranh cda phat xit Nhat Ban hoan toan ra ro1, khong tai nao chiu dung ndi nita, danh phai chép nhéan dau hang vo diéu
kién.

N6i dén vi Tong Théng tai ba, kién nhin, quyét tim chién thing, dua nudc My tién 1én, tién khong ngimg, bat
chap nhitng khé khian qua 16n lao tir bén trong Dat Nudc, tir bén ngoai d6 x6 dén, tir chinh sirc khoe ban than, tir
nhiing tan pha, thiét hai moi mat cia cudc chién tranh dit ddi, tan khc nhat cua lich st loai nguoi la cude Thé Chién
thr 2, nguoi ta khong bao gio ¢6 thé quén duge Ong Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Nguoi viét xin noi 1én ¢ day: 1ong
ngudng mo, kinh phuc va ghi on Vi Tong Thong thtr 32, va ciing 1a vi Tong Théng lam cha Toa Bach Oc lau dai nhét
trong Lich St Hoa Ky Franklin Delano Roosevelt...

Phan Piwrc Minh




