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Vi Tong Thong vi dai ciia nwée My
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Phan Dirc Minh

The 2018 Presidents & Executive Politics Presidential Greatness Survey ( Thdm do vé si Vi dai Ciia Tong

Thong va Chinh Tri Hanh Phdp nam 2018 ) d goi thu cho cac nha chinh tri, cic cyu nhan vién tén tudi hay tai chiic
trong nganh Hanh Phép, cidc co quan khoa hoc chinh tri, cac t6 chitc khoa hoc chinh tri hay xa hdi, cac chuyén vién
chinh tri xd hoi, dé thu nhan sé diém ho danh gia vé cac vi tong thong Hoa Ky. Piém danh gia cho tir 0 dén 100.
Bang phic trinh s6 diém do Gido su Brandon Rottinhaus ctia Truong Pai Hoc Houston va Gido su Justin S. Vaughn
ctia Truong Boise State University cho phép cong b.
Theo ban phuc trinh,

1 -Tong théng Abraham Lincoln duoc 93.05 diém véin gii hang nhit.

2 -Tong thong George Washington (92.59) van giit hang nhi,

3 -Tong Thong Franklin Delano Roosevelt hang 3 (89.09),

4- Teddy Roosevelt hang 4 (81.39),

5- Thomas Jefferson hang 5 (79.54),

6 -Tong thong Harry Truman hang 6 (75.15),

7- Tong thong Dwight Eisenhower hang 7 (75.43). ......

Vi vdy cho nén & diy méi c6 vai dong so luogc vé than thé va su
nghiép cua Abraham Lincoln, vi Toéng Théng th 16 cua hiép
\ chung quc Hoa Ky, va dugc coi 1a mot trong s6 nhitng Tong Thong
vi dai nhét cua dat nudc nay ( one of the greatest Presidents of The
United States ).

Abraham Lincoln sinh ngay 12 thang 2 ndm 1809 tai Hardin
County, tiéu bang Kentucky. Trudc khi lam Toéng Thong Hoa Ky,
Ong da ting 1a Luat Su ( rdt nhiéu Tong T hong Hoa Ky da xudt than
tir hang ngii nghé nghiép ndy ) va Dan Biéu Qudc Hoi. Lincoln
thuoc DPang Cong Hoa. Ong tir tran ngay 15 thang 4 nam 1865.

Abraham Lincoln di linh dao cudc chién déu dé bao vé sy ding vimg va ton tai cua dat nudc Hoa Ky dong thoi
chdm dat ché do no 18, mot ché do da dé lai cho dat nuée Hoa KV nhiing trang lich str vo cung den toi va dau thuong.
Khi budc chan 1én vi tri cao nhat trong sy nghi¢p chinh tri, Lincoln van bi coi la nguoi chua cé nhiéu kinh nghiém
trong lanh vuc cong quyén (... although he had little experience in public office ).

Cau bé Lincoln dugc sinh ra trong mot trong mdt can nha gd toi tan ( a dirt-floor log cabin ). Gia dinh 6ng rat
ngheo. Cha cud 6ng la mdt ngudi thg mdce, chua bao gio dugce di hoc dé biét doc, biét viét.

Khi Lincoln gan dugc 3 tudi thi gia dinh 6ng di chuyén téi tiéu bang Indiana.

Gan 2 niam sau, lac Lincoln chwa dugc 5 tudi thi Me ong, ba Nancy Hanks, qua doi, dé lai cho Cha 6ng phai nudi
dudng 2 ngudi con con nho: Lincoln va ngudi Chi tén 1a Sarah. Sau d6, cha ong két hon véi Ba Sarah Jonhson lic
nay da co6 3 nguoi con riéng. Tuy vdy, Ba Johnson da thuc sy dem lai cho gia dinh cdu bé Lincoln mot sy dam am,
thuong yéu, mdt gia dinh da bi mat di mot nguoi dan ba, tung la ngudi vo va nguoi Me . Ba Me ké lubn an ui va
khuyén khich Lincoln trén budc duong dan dén twong lai. Vi vdy, Lincoln ludn coi Ba Me ké nhu " mét nguwoi ban
thin yéu nhdt trén doi - his best friend in this world "

Ldc 16 tudi, Lincoln ¢6 voc nguoi cao, thon nho, nhung khoé¢ manh. Cau Lincoln nay lam dd tha nghé, thur viée .
BAt cir ai can thué mudn nguoi dé 1am viéc 1a Lincoln déu nhan va 1am duoc hét. Cau ting 1am thué trong ndng trai,
ding ban hang trong cud ti€ém, nhan vién hudng dan, kiém soat duong rﬁy xe lua. Didu dic biét 1a Lincoln, ¢t khi nao
co chut thi gio ranh rang la cham chy, cb gang tu hoc vé6i hi vong s& co6 mot tuong lai tét dep hon. Nguoi thanh nién
Lincoln hiéu hoc ndy con lam cong viée quét don vé sinh trén con pha ( thuyén déay bang - Flatboat ) chd dua hanh
khach di chuyén bang dudng séng tir Ohio va Mississippi di New Orleans. Trén nhirng chuyén di nhu viy, chang
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thanh nién Lincoln dugc thiy tdn mét cai canh that 1a dau thuong : nhitng nguoi nd 1& da den bi xich chéan lai véi
nhau, va bi nhiing ké trong coi, ap tai danh dap bang roi, bang chin tay mot cach tan nhan, thd bao, khong mot chat
thwong tdm. Lincoln cam thiy sét thwong cho nhiing con ngudi mang than phan nd 1€, dau ciing 14 con ngudi, va
nguoi thanh nién nady mang trong long su cam ghét ché @6 no 16 tir ngay do .

Lincoln duoc phép hanh nghé Luat Su vao nam 1836, lic 27 tudi. Ong va cac ban dong nghiép, vao thoi diém nay,
phai cudi ngua di vao tan cac lang xom dé tim kiém va xem xét cac truong hop can thiét hau dua ra trude Toa an xét
xt, dem lai cho nhitng nguoi dan yéu kém vé moi mit ciing c6 dugc mot d(‘ri song dugc luat phap bao vé, tranh bt
nhung canh bat cong ludn luén do xudng dau nhitng ké " thdp c6, bé miéng " trong nhitng xa hodi con & vao thoi ky
ma " cd Iém coi nhur c6 quyén nuét cd bé "

Lincoln qua thuc c6 trong dau mot tu tudng gidng nhu dai van hao, dai hién triét Voltaire * ** Cdi chirc vu dep
nhdt cud nhdn logi la dem lai céng 1y - La plus belle fonction de I'humanité est de rendre la justice ". Khong nhiing
thé, Lincoln con ¢6 mot quan niém rd rang giéng y nhu Lacordaire (nha tu tuong - ideologist) " Pham ¢ ddu co su
bdt cong la c¢é nguyén nhén chinh ddang vé chién tranh cho dén lic théa man méi théi - Partout ot il y a I Injustlce ily

a la cause légitime de guerre jusqu'a satisfaction . Chinh diéu nay di duoc cac lanh tu cong san vao hang su to, su
phu nhu Karl Marx, Lenin khai thac triét dé, dem 16ng vao trong " Hé thong tw tuéng - ldeological system ), vao
trong " Sdach lwoc ddu tranh -Struggling Strategy " cua phong trao cong san thé gigi mot thoi.

Cong viéc ndi trén cua Lincoln da gitip cho 6ng mau tré nén mot nha hung bién, mot nguoi tranh luén 6 thyc tai.
Lincoln duoc bau lam dén biéu trong Ha Vién Lién Bang nim 1847. Sau d6, vi nhan ra rang cong cudc tranh du cho
dai da sO dan chung tai noi nay khong thich hop v6i ¥ nguyén cua minh, Lincoln d tir bo vi tri cua moét dan biéu dé
tro Ve Springfield, bang Illinois hanh nghé Luat Su tro lai. Tu do, ong dan dan tro nén mot trong s6 nhitng Luat Su
ndi tiéng nhat cua bang nay. Luc nay, 6ng ¢ vao tudi ngoai 40, va két hon véi Mary Todd. Ong ba c6 dugc 4 nguoi
con trai.

Lan thtr hai, Lincoln budc vao hoat dong chinh tri ké tir ndm 1855 dé chéng lai dao luat Kansas - Nebraska Act
. Pao luat nay cong nhan cho cac ving lanh thd mién Tay Hoa Ky c6 quyén duy tri ché d6 nd 1& néu dan ching tai cac
ving nay bo phiéu chap thuan.

Thuong nghi si Stephen A. Douglas cua tiéu bang linois 1a tac gia cua dao luat nay. Nam 1858, Lincoln roi bo
Dang Ty Do ( lic d6 theo khuynh hudng tiw do cud Anh Quéc ) dé gia nhap Pang Cong Hoa chu truong chong lai ché
d6 no6 1& (Anti- Slavery Republican Party ).

Lincoln quyét tdm tranh ctr vao ghé Nghi ST Lién Bang, d6i dau v6i chinh Thuong Nghi Si Stephen A. Douglas
cua dat Illinois. Lincoln thach thirc Nghi ST Douglas cung 6ng tham du nhitng cudc tranh luan. Mac dau Lincoln bj
that ctr , nhung nhirng cudc tranh luan d6 da lam ndi bat tén tudi Lincoln trén dién dan quéc gia dé rdi cudi nam 1860,
Lincoln d3 thing cir vé vang dé tré thanh Tong théng thi 16 cua Hoa Ky, va chinh thirc tuyén thé nham chirc vao
ngay 4 thang 3 nam 1861.

Méi 1én cAm quyén lanh dao qudc gia duoc chirng 6 tuan 18 thi quan d6i mién Nam mé cudc tin cong danh chiém
can ctr quan sy Sumter & hai cang Charleston thudc lanh thé South Carolina. Lyc lwong tan cong ban dut day co va
danh chiém ludn ctr diém  nay.

Ngay ngay hom sau, Tong Théng Lincoln kéu goi 75,000 quan tinh nguyén dé tai chiém can cir cling nhu nhitng tai
san qudc gia da roi vao tay quan dich. Pay 1a diém khoi dau cho cudc ndi chién cua dat nudec Hoa Ky ( This was the
start of the Civil War).

Lincoln 1a vi Téng Théng Hoa Ky c6 nhirng nam dai ddy cay déng boi cude chién tranh huynh dé twong tan, ndi da
x40 thit . Giud ndm 1862, Lincoln ban hanh vin kién ndi tiéng, Béan Tuyén Ngon giai phong , dem lai Ty Do cho
khoang 3 triéu dan da den tai Mién Nam Hoa Ky ( In mid-1862, Lincoln issued his famous Emancipation
Proclamation, which gave freedom to some 3 million blacks in the South ).

Trong giai doan khoi dau cua cudc ndi chién, quan doi Mién Bic cua chinh quyén Lincoln bi thua hét tran nay dén
tran khac , nhung nam 1863 va 1864 thi quan doi chinh phii bat dau chuyén tir thé that bai sang thé thang loi. Do do,
trong cudc bau cir Tong Thong cudi nim 1864, Lincoln lai tai déc cir.



Vu dm sdt Tong théng Lincoln (Currier & |ves, 1865), tiv
trdi sang phdi: Henry Rathbone, Clara Harris, Mary Todd
Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln, vaJohn Wilkes Booth

Khi Ong tuyén thé nhiam chic nhiém ky 2 thi vién anh
chAm dut cudc nodi chién di co thé trong thiy trude mit.
Thay vi nghi dén tra thu cac nhan Vat lanh dao va quan doi
mién Nam theo cach " Idy odn trd odn ", Tong Thong Lincoln
da chu truong " ldy khoan dung, tha thw ma doi xir v6i moi
nguoi dé xdy dung ddt nuée”,

Rét tiéc 1 Lincoln chua kip thi hanh duong 16i, chu truong

YR ARUAIVIAITION O PREVIBINT LUNCOLN cua minh cho thoi hau chién ( Postwar Policies ) thi vao ngay

14 thang 4 nam 1865, 5 ngay sau khi quan d61 Mién Nam dau

hang, trong luc Tong Thong Lincoln va phu nhén dang tham dy mét budi trinh dién tai rap hat, thi mot ga dan 6ng tén

la John Wilkes Booth tir phia sau bo t6i, ban vao du 6ng. Tong Théng Abraham Lincoln tir tran ngay ngay ké do, dé

lai sau lung ca mot sy nghi€ép do dang nhung mang mét tam voc vo cung vi dai. Trong 161 chia s¢ ni€m dau voi toan

dan trong nude, mot nhin vat cao cip trong chinh phu Lién bang da néi " Ké tir nay , Toéng Théng Lincoln da di vdo
trong tim, trong 6¢ cud moi nguoi dan Hoa Ky thugc moi thoi dai " - Now he belongs to the ages ™

Lincoln d3 vinh vién ra di khi moi bét dau budc vao nhiém ky thir 2 cua vi Téng Théng Hoa Ky thir 16, nguoi da
phai mang trong cudc doi nhidu ndi nhoc nhan, gian khé ngay tir lic con tho du nhé dai cho t6i lac budce 1én diém tot
dinh vinh quang cua cudc doi va sy nghiép.

Ngay nay, hang ndm, cir dén ngay 12 thang 2, ngudi dan Hoa Ky,cling nhu nhiéu nguoi khac trén thé giéi, lai co dip
twong nhd dén Abraham Lincoln , mot trong nhirng vi Tong Théng vi dai nhat cua dat nue Hoa Ky.

San Diego, California
Phan Dirc Minh
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