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Christmas in the communist re - education camp

Pictures of communist re-education camps located in mountainous
areas.

( This short story has won a Prize in the " Christmas Memories writing competition " organized by " Our
Sunday Visitor ", a magazine published extensively in the United States. All the stories entering the contest had to
be written with the limit of about 300 words . Thus, the story would be too short but also really significant. That’s
a rather difficult matter for competitors. However, with a little experience of a writer having won lots of literary
prizes in various domains : Poetry, short sories, current event discussion, historical and political research etc...(
in Vietnamese and English languages ), | decided to choose a subject with content that | thought nobody would
write about. It’s a decisive factor to win. Expectedly, It’s won the 2" Prize. Christmas is coming again; I'm
delighted to introduce this real short story to my dear young friends, most of whom can’t read and understand
easily the Vietnamese language ).

*

After the iron door of House No. 10 — reserved for dangerous and high-ranking officers of the old regime — was
closed and locked carefully, Father Anh, former Lieutenant - Colonel director of catholic chaplain services in the
RVN’s 2nd Military Zone, secretly and briefly told me, " We will have a special Christmas Eve tonight." "
Where, Father? " | asked. He replied, " Next to the restroom, at the dark corner, the sleeping places of our fellows
: Thanh, Tam, Vinh and Kinh." -"When? " | asked the elderly catholic priest. "After the nightly meeting," he
said. I wasn’t a catholic at the time, but Father Anh, with great effort, had been gradually leading me to Jesus.,
the Savior of the world. After some arduous challenges, | was completely conquered by Faith in Jesus, the Savior
of miserable people like me, who had been detained in various communist re-education camps for 12 years plus
after the collapse of South Vietnam government in April 1975.

In that dark corner of House No. 10, Father Anh celebrated Christmas Eve liturgy for our group of 5 prisoners in
a special and secret atmosphere of the communist prison. When another prisoner fumbled his way to the restroom
thereabout, one of us would signal by clearing his throat, and we pretended to be talking about the next day’s work
or the forthcoming family’s visit. When silence and security returned, we resumed our liturgy...

Nowadays, I’ve been a Catholic, and I will never forget it.
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Lé& Giang Sinh trong trai tu cai tao
*

- Cdu chuyén ngdn ngii nay da doat gidi nhi trong cudc thi viét "Nhitng ky niém déc biét vé Lé Giang Sinh" do
Tap Chi Anh Ngit "Our Sunday Visitor " phat hanh rong rai trén ddt nuwée Hoa Ky, t6 chike. Tt ca nhitng cdu
chuyén dy thi chi dwoc viét khoang 300 chir. D6 la diéu khd khé khén cho nhitng nguoi die thi vi cau chuyén sé
qud ngdn ma lai phdi day di y nghia. Tuy nhién, véi chit it kinh nghiém ciia mot nguoi vzet da tirng doat nhiéu
giai thuong co tinh cach van hoc trong nhiéu lanh viee khdc nhau nhi : T hi Ca, truyén ngdn, tham ludn vé thoi su,
nghién ciu lich sw, chinh tri vv... ( viét bang Viét va Anh Ngit ), Nnguoi viét da quyét dinh chon dé tai véi ndi
dung ma minh nght rang sé khong cé ai viét giong nhw thé. D6 la yéu t6 quan trong dé thing cudc. Qua nhién bal
viét da doat gidi nhi trong I cugc thi kha Iom. Giang Sinh lai dang 161, nguoi viét han hoan gidi thiéu bai viét ngan
nguii, nhung hodn toan cé thwc nay t6i ddc gia, nhat la cdc ban tré than mén, la nhitng nguoi phan déng doc va
hiéu chir Viét khong duoc dé dang cho lam.

*

Sau khi canh cira sat ctia Nha ti s6 10 — danh giam cac ST Quan cap chtrc bi coi 1a nguy hiém cta ché d6 cii — da
dong lai va khoa can than, Cha Anh, cyu Trung Ta Giam Déc S¢ Tuyén Uy Cong Gido Quan Khu 2, Viét Nam
Cong Hoa, ndi voi to1 mot cach bi mat, ngan gon :" Deém nay ching ta sé c6 mot Lé Giang Sinh dac biét." TOi
hoi " O ddu Cha ?". Cha tra 161 " O bén canh cdu tiéu, trong goc toz ché nam ngii ciia mdy anh ban : Thanh, Tam,
Vinh va Kinh " d6. " Khi nao ?", t6i hoi vi Linh Muc gia. Cha noi, " Sau cuéc hop thieong 1é budi téi . Toi khong
phai 12 ngudi cong gido vao thoi gian d6, nhung véi nhimng nd luc 16n lao, Cha Anh da dan dan hudng dan toi dén
v6i Chtia Giésu,dang ctru rdi cua thé gian. Sau nhiéu thir thach gian lao, khon kho, t6i da hoan toan bi chinh phuc
boi Biic Tin vao Chiia Giésu, vi Ctru Tinh cta nhitng ngudi cing khd nhur t6i luc d6, ké da bi giam cam hon 12
nam troi trong nhiéu trai ti cai tao ¢ noi rimg sdu nude doc, sau khi chinh quyén Nam Viét Nam xup d6 vao
thang 4 - 1975.

Trong goc t6i ciia nha giam sé 10, Cha Anh d3 t6 chtrc L& ming Chua Giang Sinh cho nhém 5 anh em ban ti
ching tdi trong khung canh bi mat va déc bi¢t tai nha giam cua cong san. Khi 1 nguoi tu khac 1an mo tim 16i vao
cau tiéu, to1 gan thi I nguoi trong nhom ra hiéu bang cach hing giong dé ciing nhau gia vo 1ai sang cau chuyén lao
dong ngay hom sau hay chuyén tham nudi sip téi ctia gia dinh. Khi yén ling va an toan da trd lai, ca nhom lai tiép
tuc budi L& Mimg don Chua Giang Sinh.

Ngay nay, to1 da la nguoi cong gido va s€ khong bao gio quén dugc cau chuyén do.
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